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Dear READER, | 1 
Humdly preſent the following diſcourſes in the moſt 
legible, eaſy, and ' intelligible method, conſiderin 
the infirmities of your fleſh, and left your faith ſhould 
ſtand in the wiſdom of man, and not in the power of God. 
Indeed it may be obſerved, that I have but little genius 
to wiſdom of words, or propriety of expreſſion, neither 
will my conſcience let this-be my ſtudy ; for how vain, 
and finful, is it to muſe upon that hich is even fool- 
neſs with God? Nay, how can it be expected that God 
ſhould bleſs our endeavours, when it is exerted contrary 
to his word and will? But it may be objected, that varie- 
ty of words, and emphatical expreſſions, are more pathe- 
tical and moving to the affections. But alas! this all grows 
cold and ineffectual by frequent uſing; for you know a 
word of ſimplicity from an honeſt heart is more regarded 
by an honeſt man, than the moſt aſſiduous application of 
a known flatterer, equivocator, or diſſembler: for my own 
„I heartily wiſh honeſt ſimplicity was more in faſhion. 
ethinks our learned divines, that eſteem the humility of 
Chrift and his diſciples, ſhould endeavour to mitigate this 
flatulent diſorder, and teach more intelligibly the ſimpli- 
city of the goſpel. The learned might diminiſh and 2 
this deſtructive wiſdom; whereas if the illiterate only diſ- 
commend it, they will be accuſed and rejected of the ar- 
rogant world, as not knowing any better; and therefore 
their prejudice will become an obſtruction to their learn- 
ing, and a ſnare to their ſouls. I would not have my reader 
ſuppoſe that I ſpeak againſt this — of ſpeech, be- 
cauſe I am ſparing of my pains, or becauſe I have no rhe- 
torical taſte, or the like: for I can aſſure him, my nature 
would be very fond of the opportunity to ſet forth my own 
wiſdom, &c. was it not reſtrained by grace, and with a 
deep ſenſe of its robbing God of his glory. My nature is 
ſuch (with the reſt of mankind) that I ſhould like to be 
eſteemed wiſe, good, and righteous, was it-not invalidity / 


to my Maker's glory, and deſtructive to my own * 
ince 
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ſince I am told by my Lord and Saviour, that *he which 


humbleth himſelf, ſhall be exalted, &c. how dare I pre- 
ſume to take any glory to myſelf, when I ſh often acknow- 
ledge it is due only to my Lord and Maker, who putteth 
wiſdom in the inward parts, and giveth underſtanding to 
the heart.” * Nay, faith our Lord, how can ye believe, 
(i. e. in his ſalvation) which receive honour one of ano- 
ther, and ſeek not the honour which cometh of God only?” 
Since Chriſt hath made this interrogation, it muſt needs 
be time to ruminate the matter, and conſider whether we 
ſeek the honour which cometh of God only, when we ſeek 
the applauſe of men, For my own, part I dare not walk 
this path, for it leadeth to deſtruction; I dare not climb 
this way, for it is not entering in by the door, (which is 
Chriſt) and all which do not, are thieves and robbers; and 
I know that *no man can come unto the Father, but by 
him.” I dare not uſe enticing words of man's wiſdom, leſt 
the croſs of Chriſt ſhould become of none effect.“ (1 Cor. 
1.17.) Therefote I conclude (as did the apoſtle) that 
Chriſt is made unto ſuch as believe, wiſdom, righteouſ- 
nels, ſanctification, and redemption: that according as it 
is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.” 
(1 Cor. i. 30, Jer, ix. . In ns find 
Leet us be content then (as we would make the word of 
God our rule and conduct) to walk in this plain garb 
whilſt on our journey, ſince we have that ineſtimable white 
robe, (Rev. iii. 18. vi. 11.) that wedding garment, the 
garment of ſalvation, Chriſt's righteouſneſs, to be inveſt- 
ed with, ſo ſoon as we arrive at our deſired haven, the ce- 
leſtial city. Surely, reader, you cannot ſay nay to this, 
though we are called Enthuſiaſts, Methodiſts, Mad- men, 
falſe Prophets, antichriſts, modern Teachers, and the like. 
If you would know the truth of this defamation, and whe- 
ther theſe names are juſtly imputed, I know no better me- 
thod than my adverſary has accidentally adviſed you to in 
his title- page; that is, reſign yourſelf wholly to do the 
Lord's will, that you may know of the doctrine, whe- 
ther it 2 of God, or whether I ſpeak of myſelf.” (John 
vii. 17. | Sg 0 ts, 
Perhaps it may be thought by the man of this world, 
that | have anſwered my oppoſer with ſome inveteracy and 
cenforiouſneis : but I can ſafely affirm, I owe him no 


grudge, 
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grudge, ſor I know not the perſon; but I thought myſelſ 
under an obligation ſome time to anſwer him cloſely, fon 
his own ſake, and the public good ; that they may take 
the more heed not to fall in the ſame ertoneous prineiples 
or deſtructive errors. Ithought there was great need ſome- 
times to take up the prophet's example, and put ſome 
ironical-jakes upon my adverſary, as he did on the chil- 
dren of Iſrael when he told them to cry aloud unto Baal; 
(1 Kings xviii. 27.) for in truth, I thought his folly was 
much like their's diſcovere. 9 10 
I know the univerſal prejudice of mankind againſt ſuch: 
as are called Methodiſts, though in reality it be for no 
other reaſon. Satan indeed has caſt many execrable 
darts at the children of God, and cauſed many reproach- 
ful ſcandals to ſpread abroad; but nevertheleſs, ſuch as are 
of an unprejudiced and impartial temper, ſuch as are not 
willing to keep up a falſe report, will endeavour to know 
the truth, and ſubmit to the apoſtle's inſtruction, and that 
is, to prove all things, and hold faſt that which is good.” 
(1 Theſſ v.21.) Would to God the people were all like 
the Bereans ; that is, to ſearch the ſcriptures. daily, to 
ſee whether theſe things are ſo. (Acts xvii. 11.) We do 
not defire-people'to be ruled by our bare words, but to 
ſearch tar themſelves, nay we recommend ſuch as more 
noble, With. what reaſon, truth, or juſtice, then is it, that 
we have ſo many nick- names given us? Why, that the 
ſeriptures might be fulfilled, If we were of the world, the 
world would love its own, &c.“ but becauſe we will not 
follow their pernicious practices, therefore the world ha- 
teth us. People indeed may very pertinently ſay by us, as 
they did by the primitive chriſtians, We know that this 
ſect is every where ſpoken againſt. And no marvel, for 
the apoſtle tells us, that (not only ſome, but) : all that 
live a godly Jife in Chriſt Jeſus, ſhall ſuffer perſecution.” 
Sm e e ED 2 CRT 
- Some indeed are ſo vain as tocall us falſe Prophets which 
come in ſheep's cloathing, &i yet they are ſo inconſiſtent 
with themſelves, that they greatly complain of our hard 
doctrine. Surely this is not coming in ſheep's cloathin 
Others are ſo ſtupid, invective, and malicious, as to call 
us Antichriſts, Sc. though they ſay, we hold ſo much 
with what Chriſt has done for _ &c. that it becomes li- 
TIE centious 


room of 
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centious doctrine; ſurely if this imputation in this latter 
reſpect was juſt, the former appellation muſt be conſcien- 
tiouſly excluded: for holding too much with Chriſt (as 
they 8 ſuppoſe) can never be putting ourſelves in the 

hriſt, but to the direct oppoſition; neither can 

it be denying the power of God: all which the word An- 
tichriſt implies. But alas! what will not a prejudiced, vi- 
rulent diſpoſition avouch and preſume? No name can be 
too reproachful] though indeed it confirms the apoſtle's 
ſcriptural paradox, that every man's heart (whilſt in the 
nr een v 
Again, they will call us modern Teachers, &c. though 
we hold with the articles and homilies of the church, and 
other antient authors; when they themſelves are departed 
from their antient and ſworn principles, and are teaching 
new doctrine] But alas, becauſe they keep to the ſame 
building, (called, the church) the ignorant will often 
make this inſipid plea, I was brought up to the church, 
and to the church I will keep! and all this is without once 
conſidering the doctrine they hear there delivered. 

Again, there are many will affirm by us, as they did 
by the apoſtles, that we ſay; let us do evil that good may 


come; and (if I _ uſe the words of the apoſtle) their 


damnation is juſt.” (Rom. ini. 8.) But I ſhall be careful to 
make the ſame interrogation the apoſtle did, Are we any 
better than they? Nay in no wiſe, but through prevent 
ing grace. Therefore let him that has received it, be aſ- 
ſiduous in ſelf- conviction, and careful that he does not glo- 
ry as though he had not received it. (See 1 Cor. iv. 7.) 

This is the energy and expoſition of the apoſtle's argu- 
ment. For if we have nothing but what we receive from 
the immediate hands of. an immenſe benefactor, (notwith- 
ſtanding the bleſſings are great) we have no room to boaſt; 
but let thoſe that glorieth, rejoice in him of whom they 
have received the promiſe of glory, in a bliſsful ſtate of 
eternal felicity. This world is not a ſtate: of glory intend- 
ed for the creature, but a probation of humility and love 
to the creator: and if ye would be influenced by the in- 
tenſe command or inſuperable example of the captain and 
author of your ſalvation, learn this grand leſſon: © he that 
humbleth himſelf as a little child, the ſame is the greateſt 


in the kingdom of heaven.“ This is a preparative. that is 


p highly - 
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highly needful, and evet is previous to the reception or 
participation of the goſpel. Chriſt makes a particular in- 
terrogation on this topic, ſhewing the impoſſibility of man's 
delieving, if fo be he receives bonour unto himſelf. (See 
John v. 44.) Nay, faith he, in another place: Verily I 
ſay unto you, T hey have their reward; and in vain do 
Ne eee Teas Hom hf 
Having your heart, dear reader, thus ſubmiſſively con- 
ſigned to the love and horiour of your benefactor, I may 
reaſonably expect his bleſſing to attend my ſincere and im- 
partial endeavours; yea I can aſſure my reader, this is my 
ardent deſire; and if this be the happy conſequence, I de- 
fire no greater reſult from my labours ; nay, this is the 
greateſt I expect. But alas my-greateſt perplexity is to 
conſider, what a diſſolute and heedleſs world this treatiſe 
is entering, and how few (even of ſuch as will read) con- 
cern themſelves to know and underſtand ; nay, though it 
be the things which belong to'their peace. Surely they are 
inſenſible that by their negligence they are deceiving their 
own ſouls. (See James i. 22.) Surely they are ignorant of 
that invective threatning Chriſt pronounced againſt ſuch 
as repent not at the preaching of the goſpel: * Yea I ſay 
unto. ye, it ſhall be more tolerable for Sodom and Gomor- - 
rah at the day of judgment, than for that city; viz. their 
puniſhment ſhall not be ſo intolerably great as theirs which 
have had the offers of grace, and the light of the goſpel 
| ynto them, and yet have ſhut their eyes and 
opped their ears againſt ſo ineſtimable a benediction. But 
alas! how many will applaud themſelves and appeaſe their 
conſciences by reading ſome conſiderable ſtint in the Bi- 
ble, whether or no they underſtand what they read? they 
underſtand that God hath commanded them to ſearch the 
ſcriptures, &c. and therefore they think they have done 
their Lord a great deal of hard labour, if they have made 
any conſiderable progreſs in their Bible ; when alas! it is 
all for themſelves, and can do God no ſervice at all. They 
think the Almighty indebted to them for reading or hear- 
ing his word, when in reality they do not regard itz but 
if St. James's word be warrantable, they are deceivers of 
their own ſelves.” + 
Others there are that will make this frivolous and unzs , 
vailableexception and excuſe: It they know much, voy, 
d 2 Wi 
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will be the more required. So they ate content, with the 
unprofitable ſervant, to hide their talent, thinking theit 


Lord an auſtere, hard, and thrifty man; ſo they make the 


ſame plea that the ſloathful ſervant did: and the ſame will 
be their fatal ſentence take them, bind them hand and 
foot, caſt them into outer darkneſs, there ſhall be weep- 
ing and gnaſhing of teeth,” O be perſuaded, dear reader, 
(if you have any regard for your own ſoul) to evade the 
ſentence. | | 
But alas, ſay ſome, the ſcriptures are inconſiſtent : we 
are commanded in one place, to ſtand faſt, and be un- 
moveable;' and in another, to be careful that we are not 
blown away by every wind of doctrine;* and in another, 
© to piove all things, &c.“ ſo that how is it poſſible we 
ſhould know which to heed moſt? Alas, my friend, I have 
riot time nor opportunity, nor is it conſiſtent with my in- 
tended brevity, to anſwer the many objections deluded 
ſouls will make to the word of God; but I ſhaftbnly call 
upon you to exerciſe your own reaſon, and this objection 
will be immediately anſwered. You know it is not the 
duty of ſuch as are ill- grounded to ſtand ſtill in that place, 
left their ſandy foundation ſhould give way; therefore it 
is ſuch are exhorted to ſtand faſt, who are placed uport - 
that unmoveabie rock St. Peter's faith: (Matt. xvi. 18.) 
by which perfection, all that attain it, are made free: ſo 
that the gates of hell ſhall not prevail againſt them. You 
know it is inconſiſtent with reaſon, to think the apoſtles 
ſhould bid theſe ſtand in their own principles that are in 
a ſtate of nature, and in enmity againſt God; this would: 
be to re-eſtabliſh their condemnation, and make their co- 
venant with hell the more ſecure. Aſtoniſhing doctrine: 
this, far from fleeing from the wrath to, come! But I pre- 
ſume it will be an affront to. my reader's judgment any 
longer to dwell on this theme. - SE obs 
Others will make this objection and fay, there are ſo 
many opinions in the world, and each fo confident they are 
in the right; how ſhould we know which to adhere to or 
follow? Why, I anfwer, this is an objection not altoge- 
ther cenſurable; for it is enough indeed to ſtagger any one 
that puts his confidence in man, or that takes the beſt of 
eamples from man for his rule and conduct. For as none 
ape ſièe from deficiencies, ſo none that makes this the _ 
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of their deportment ſhall be free from deſtruction. 
God has a right and prerogative to demand his goyern- 
ment, and therefore hath commanted us to truſt in Kim: 
and his word. « Yea, faith the prophet, tured is tlie ui: 
that tfuſteth in man, who maketh fleſn his arm, and whoſt 
heart departeth from the Lord.“ (Fer. xvii. 5. Why then 
ſhould we be fo in love with our own ruin, to bring our 
ſelves under ſo heavy a curſe? the Lord never deceived any 
that truſted to his word wholly; for none that truſteth in 
him ſhall be deſolate.” There ate variety of opinions a- 
mongſt men; but it is each man's duty to follow that 
which he thinks moſt agreeable to the ſacred word; know- 
ing this, that God is true, though every man be a liar. 
The apoſtles* deciſion of light matters was this: © Let eve 
ry one be fully perſuaded in his own mind.“ If you make 
this your rule and pattern; that is, to do your beſt in what 
the word of God does not determine, I fear not but you 
will ſoon be made a proſelyte, and an heir to the promiſed 
inheritance; and if, on the other hand, you deviate from 
this example, God's own word denounces your deſtruc- 
tion; for damnation is your dootn, except ye repent (not 
only of one ſin but every one) and believe the Fache 
your ſalvatiom This is God's word, and ſurely, it you are 
offended at it, your hearts are not right in his ſight. This 
is the word that is ſpoken, and the ſame, ſays Chriſt, ſhall 
judge ye at the laſt day. 

Perhaps my reader will fee himſelf condemned by my 
doctrine; and1 tell him beforehand, if this be the caſe, it 
is the Lord's invocation and cal] to repentance; and though 
he may ſee nothing but threatnings now belonging to him 
(becauſe his caſe requires it) nevertheleſs in this fame trea- 
tiſe, when fincere repentance has had its due effect, theſe 
threatnings will be extricated, and the promiſes redound 
with double ſatisfaction to his wounded foul. Iknow the 
world ſeek after a warrant to fin with, but I can give my 
reader no fuch permiffion, unleſs I go for the devil to pro- 
jeR it. But my doctrine is this? All are utterly condemn- 
ed by the law of God; and therefore fays Chriſt, © Ex- 
cept ye repent, ye ſhall all likewife periſh.” Turn ye uns 
to me, faith the Lord, and J will turn unto you.” And 
the bleſſings that reſult therefrom are xnown only untu 
them that have experienced the love of God ſhed abroad 


In 
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in their own hearts; and to ſuch only are the words of Chriſt 
exemplified, (Matt. xix. 29.) and they ſhall receive an 
hundred- fold even in this life, and in the world to come 
life everlaſting. It is nothing but for want of faith in theſe 
and the like promiſes that keeps people from this happineſs 
of a peaceable conſcience in this life, and everlaſting hap- 
pineſs in the life to come. For this is the victory, faith 
St. John, that overcometh the world, even our faith.” 

But the word of God will remain as a dead letter, till 
the Spitit of God breatheth life into the ſoul. Pepple may 
get a knowledge in the head, that the word of God ſays 
t0; but the heart remains unaffected. They are ſuch as 
are neither wrought upon by mercies, nor terrified with 
judgments. This indeed is ſomewhat owing to carnal mi- 
niſters, who uſe all their exhortations and applications on- 
ly for faſhion ſake, without being enlivened with a ſenſe 
of what they ſpeak or write of themſelves. Nay, it is im- 
probable that the hearers ſhould receive any real compunc- 
tion or remorſe for their fins from their doctrine, when it 
is evident and obvious to the hearers that they ſay and da 
not, like the Phariſees of old. Alas for them, the Almigh- 
ty hath declared that he will even curſe their bleſſings 
Yea faith he, I have curſed them already, becauſe they 
lay it not to heart.“ (Mal. ii. 2.) For my own part, 
(though I am extreamly weak) I can ſafely affirm, I have 
not uſed any argument, .exhortation, or motive, beyond 
what the language of my heart expreſſeth. My deſire is 
ardent as Job's, and my requeſt is the fame, that my doc- 
trine might be written with an iron pen, and deeply en- 
graven on your hearts. (Job xix. 23. Jer. xvii. 1.) 

I hope I need therefore make no apology for publiſhing 
this treatiſe as a vindication to our principles, and as (my 
adverſary pleads, a preſervative againſt the errors of our 
day.“ I am deeply ſenſible of my incapacity for ſo great 
a work as anſwering controverſies, any farther than the 
word of God determines the matter, (and indeed I think 
None are capable for this); and I have therefore made this 
my rule and pattern: that, together with my own expe- 
rience, I am ſo confident I am in the right, (with reſpect 
to materials) that I can triumphantly make uſe of our Sa- 
viour's parole to his diſciple, it is ſuch that the world can- 
not gainſay nor reſiſt. 


I have 
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I habe not written my-ownh word as d confirtlation in 
any point wharſoever, but Hate the peremptory word of 
God to determine the caſe. Heaven and eartſti is there 
fore called to witneſs to confirm my doctrine; whereas 
my adverfary has not one ſeripture - determination againſt 
me. Nay, it is obſerveable our oppoſers can uſe nothing” 
but dialectical arguments to all their propoſitions; and the 
reaſon is evident, becauſe they dare not alledge a poſitive 
ſcripture for a deciſion: for it ſurely proves a confutation 
to their doctrine. And mark this, dear reader, this is an 
omen of our -ſeducer's doctine When they alledge any 
ſcripture; it is not to the purpoſe; it is ſueh as doth not 
determine their propoſitions, and can only ſerve for the 
blind and ignorant to conclude it is truth, becauſe they ſee 
it is ſomething relating to the ſeriptures, but remain en 

tirely ignorant of its meaning. tb 21902 gin 
l can but mention a modern ſeducer, who, in a letter 
to one of his pariſhioners, who was inclined to turn Me- 
thodiſt, &c. makes uſe of a multiplicity of ſcriptures, but 
they arejſuch as very compleatly confute his own doctrine. 
Indeed he-has been very crafty in mentioning many ſerip- 
turt'nanies of perſons, &c. to prove his own doctrine, but 
has forgot to let the people know where tofind them; there- 
fore they have nothing but his bare word to rely upon; 
and that is manifeſt to the judicious believer, to be no- 
thing chiefly but meer falſhood. 

But as the opinions of men are fo various, let us return to 
the ſtandard of our profeſſion, the inviolable word of God, 
and his unchangeable and eternal attributes; who is Kin 
eternal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe God; the blef: 
ſed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of 
Lords, (1 Tim. i. 17. vi. 15.) whoſe © mercy is from ever- 
laſting and to everlaſting upon them that fear him; and 
his righteouſneſs unto children's children.” (Pf. ciii. 17.) 
And though the heavens vaniſh away like ſmoke, and 
the earth wax old like a garment, and they that dwell 
therein die in like manner; yet his ſalvation ſhall be for- 
ever, and his righteouſneſs ſhall not be aboliſhed.” (Iſa. 
li. 6.) And forever bleſſed then are thoſe which are made 
partakers thereof ! Here is our confidence, here is our 
truſt; for in the Lord have we righteouſneſs and ſtrength : 
een unto him ſhall men come,” (Iſa, xlv. 24.) This 


is the happy hrivilege of al} that believe; for his righteouſ- 
neſs'is nate l, and upon all them that believe. ( ſee Rom. 
iü. 21-29.) Chriſt is the end of the law for righteouſ- 
neſs to every one that believeth.” (Rom: x.) This is that 
glorious and infallible. dactrine of imputed righteouſneſs, 
of which I have given my readet a ſhort ſketch in my laſt 
diſcourſe on .redemption ; I have there alſo! given him a 
ſhort ſpecimen of our juſtification, &c. And, being ſenſi- 
ble, of wan's incredulity, I have choſen ſcriptures of the 
affirmative ſenſe and ſtrongeſt authority. But as all, with- 
out the bleſſing of God, muſt prove ineffectual, to him 
therefore, I commit this ſincere attempt, hoping the con- 
templation of my reader will enlarge my theme, and ne- 
ver lay this treatiſe aſide till all things here related are 
made reconcilable. Unto the ever-bleſſed Trinity da I 
conſign theſe endeavours, and remain 


Dour faithful ſervant for Chtiſt's fake, 
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8 you have been pleaſed to bring in your ac- 

cuſations againſt the Methodiſts, I thought 
it highly requiſite you ſhould be anſwered, 
> leſt it ſhould cauſe ſome to © err, not know- 
ing the ſcriptures, nor the power of God.” (Mark xii. 


Methinks you would have done well to have known 
our principles, before you ſet forth ſuch a public defa- 
mation againſt us. But however it is the ſpirit of chri- 
ſtianity to love and forgive even our enemies, for we 
know who it is that kicketh againſt the pricks. 

Vou ſeem in your preface to be ſuſpectful that your 
work would be condemned as 9 and un- 

ſound ; and indeed well might you expect it, ſince it 
is ſo obvious to be the character it moſt juſtly deſerveth. 
But however I leave this to the conſideration of the pub- 
lic; for I ſcorn to judge any man any farther than Chriſt 
alloweth—* By, their fruits ye ſhall know them. Re- 
member. the old proverb, Audi-utramque partem : but 
dcr you have appropriated the words of an apoſtle unto 
yourſelf, viz. „that you think it a ſmall thing to be 
* Ales of man's judgment, &c.“ I think I may very 
juſtly anſwer you, we think it a ſmall thing to be judg- 
ed of your judgment, that we are „ enthuſiaſtical 
OG qt. A « dream- 
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« dreamers, &c.” Moreover the ſpiritual man judg- 
for the things of God knoweth no man, but 1 ide Spin 
of God.” Therefore, I preſume, I may alſo appropriate 
the words of Chriſt to anſwer you, viz. * I came not to 
judge the world; but he that rejecteth me, and receiv- 
eth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word 
that I intend to relate, the ſame ſhall judge him at the 
A day.“ (J6hn xii. *Þ 48.) T ＋ « 
I intend; through the grace of God, to confirm eve» 
ry point of doctrine that I advance, by the infallible 
5 word of God. And the Lord (ſays the prophet) is 
lf not man, that he ſhould lie; nor the fon of man, that 
ik he ſhould repent. Shall he ſpeak, and ſhall he not do 
0 it? Nay: but ſays Chriſt, though the firmament paſſeth 
ak away like a ſhadow, yet my word ſhall not paſs away, 
i but remain,” either to the pronouncing of your damna- 
Rl tion, or proclaiming your ſalvation; , whichſoever ſtate 
1 it finds you in, at the period of hfe, or hour of desth. 
ith But alas! J dare to ſay your diſcourſe on Me na- 
| ture of moral actions and religious duties, &c dn, 
16 far more agreeable to the conſtitution of ſuch as go 
about (as the apoſtle expreſſes it) eftabliſhing their own 
righteouſneſs. (See Rom. ix. 31, 32. x. 3, 4.) But as 
0 for me, I dare not follow this path, leſt it ſhould Jead 
* me to deftruftion. I had much rather dwell on this 
Wt + bleſſed theme, the righteouſneſs of God by faith in Je- 
I ſus Chriſt, for this is unto all and upon all them that be. 
' lieve. | UG 
1 But to proceed in my anſwer to your difcourſes, I ſhall 
firſt beg leave to ſpeak of the two texts in your titfes 
page; theſe I ſuppoſe were intended as precedent or al- 
luding to the following: but I muſt tell you, as the vul- 
gar provetb goes, that you have often the ill Juck to ſtrike 
yourſelf with your own gafflets. | | 
Your firſt text is this: If any man will do his will, 
« he will know of the doctrine whether it be of God, o 
«© whether I ſpeak of myſelf.” (John vii. 17.) Sir, 
highly commend this propoſition; for on _ 
terms I intend to examine your doctriine. Indeed 
know no rule more ſure and decifive than this you have 
| premiſed ; but we muſt be careful that we do not deceive 
7 ourſelves 


( 3] 
ations WO pes — You know 
it would be impo any perſon — eaſe 
| = or do your will, (let his pretences — 

f ſo be he would perpetually perſiſt in any one thing con- 
trary to your will, So ſays Chriſt, If the eye only be 
evil, the whole body is full of darkneſs, and ye cannot 
| ſerve God and mammon. . You muſt either reſign up 
your whole heart unto God, or remain in an unrenewed 
fate, and in enmity with him: and, on the other hand, 
you know, if a perſon that had done you the greateſt 
injury was to come and intreat your favour and forgive- 
neſs, (if you knew as God knows when we are fincere) 
you would call this perfon then to do will better 
than the other who had lived long, y in obedience 
only, fo far as was conſiſtent with his own'intereſt, &c. 
And certainly this is the caſe with God: he is ever wil- 
ling to embrace a returning prodigal, and, while he is 
yet a great way off, to go and meet him with his ſpiri- 
tual afſhiftance. Yea, whoſoever confeſſeth their ſins, 
God is faithful and juſt to forgive them their ſins, and to 
cleanſe them from all unrighteouſneſs. And may God 
of his infinite mercy give my reader faith to lay hold on 
theſe blefſed promiſes! God has not only promiſed to 
— us our fins, through the merits of our Redee- 
mer, but alſo to-cleanſe us from all unrighteouſneſs.' 
But, in order to give a more ample expoſition to this 
text, it is ptoper to conſider the meaning alſo ,of the 
context, and to whom it hath a more immediate-refe - 


e. | | 
e Put, We muſt underſtand this was ſpoken to them 
of the phariſaical claſs; but nevertheleſs this rule of de- 
termination remains an expedient remedy, a good pre- 
ſervative, and a ſure deeiſion (if ſufficiently penetrated 
into) unto'all chriſtians ; for the ſame advice that was 
pr adapted unto them for a means whereby the 
might know a man's doctrine, whether it be of God, 
cc. muſt be a requiſite alſo unto us; and not only fo, 
but there remains a word of great importance to ſuch as 
are of the phat iſaical diſpoſition, which directly ſuits 
our preſent circumſtance. | 6 
Our Lord tells us in the next verſe after this text, 
the that ſpeaketh of him(elf, ſeeketh his on 9925 
ä A 2 = 


iv! 
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tion — for the meaning is this: Chriſt is you adverſary, 


41 | 


&c.” Now whether you are not one of theſe very people, 


judge ye? for the main ſcope. and bent of your diſcourſe is 
robbing God of his glory, in endeavouring to confute the 
doctrine of free grace and unmerited redemption. You have 
formed a long ſtory, and concluded every part with the 
imagination of your own heart: and if you claim not a ſu- 
perlative degree of holineſs beyond the prophets of old, 


we ſhall ſoon know how to judge of your doctrine, for 


< the heart of man is deceitful above all things, and de- 
ſperately wicked, who can know it?” You dare not 
ſay I charge you falſly; for you have in general omitted 
the ſcriptures, and with your own dialectical arguments 
(if they are worthy ſo to be called) concluded your ſe- 
veral points of doctrine, ' without any conſignificative 
ſcriptures to confirm it; and indeed the reaſon was 
good, becauſe you could find none of the ſame import 
or meaning. And I may juſtly conclude my. diſcourſe 
on this text as it is written in the context: * Moſes 


gave you a law, and yet none of you keepeth the 


« Jaw. Therefore I need not accuſe you, for there is 
<« one that accuſeth you, even Moſes in whom ye 
cc truſt. But to proceed to the next text you have 
quoted. 1 ro | » 
Methinks I ſomewhat wonder you ſhould: make uſe 
of theſe ſcriptures; unleſs it is becauſe you here ſee a 
relation of your fellow- aſſociates and companions in ſen- 
timents.— Be not angry, dear fir, and I will apply this 
part of ſcripture to you and yours, (Luke xii. 56, 57.) 
« Ye hypocrites, ye can diſcern the face of the ſky, 


4 and of the earth; but how is it, ye cannot diſcern this 


time? Yea, and why even of yourſelves judge ye 
« not what is right?” See the following verſe ! You 
know when you go with your adverſary to the judge or 
magiſtrate, as thou art in the way with him it is proper 
to give diligence that thou mayeſt be delivered from 
him, leſt he hale thee to the judge, and the judge deli- 


ver thee to the officer, and the officer caſt thee into 


priſon.” (Note the next words:) I tell thee, thou 
ſhalt not depart thence till thou haſt paid the very laſt 
mite.” Woe be unto ye proud Phariſees z.. theſe 
ſcriptures will aſſuredly prove to your utter condemna- 


and 


[5] 

and the reaſon is evident, becauſe you ate daily under- 
mining his righteouſneſs ; and are too proud to accept 
your {alvation as a free gift, without money or price, as 
it is offered! See Iſa. lv. You will not ſabmit your- 
ſelves to the righteouſneſs of God which is by faith in 
Teſus Chriſt. (See Rom. i. 17. iii. 21.) Nay, ye are 
ready to ſay in your hearts, We will not have him to 
rule over us! But give diligence; and ſince you take 
the law or commandments for your rule, ſee you keep 
it wholly and undefiled, in thought, word, and deed; 
or agree with Chriſt Jeſus, that has taken upon him to 
fulfil the law in your ſtead; and then he will, from an 
adverſary, become your friend. But ſee ye to this, ye 
proud Phariſees, that except E — up the work of 
redemption wholly unto Chriſt, he will not be thy Sa- 
viour, but thine adverſary ſtill. Nay, he will not have 
the work done by halves neither, for verily I ſay unto 

there ſhall not one tittle paſs from the law till all is ful- 
filled; therefore, if ye will not accept of my righteouſneſs 
and obedience, ſaith Chriſt, do not act like the lawyers 
of old, but do what you profeſs. Remember, God will 
not be mocked, nor have his command lighted. _ 
| Now conſider with thyſelf, reader, whether thou art 
ſufficient for, theſe things; ' (ſee Luke xiv. 26, &c,) and 
if you are not ſufficient to ſtand an engagement with the 
King of heaven, you muſt in time agree with your ad- 
verſary, and ſend an ambaſlage of O be per- 
ſuaded to lay hold on Chriſt your — that he 
may not deliver you to the officer the devil, and undet 
the curſe of the law; nay I tell you frankly, ſaith 
Chriſt, if ye will not accept of me as your Saviour, viz: 
of my obedience as to the law, and my ſuffering as to 
the offence and tranſgreſſion, ye ſhall bear your own 
burden; and this is all the pity ye ſhall have from me 
or my I. As many are of the works of the law, 
are under the curſe—and if you will not believe tha 
apoſtle, it was written of old, Curſed is every one 
that continueth not in all things that is written in the 
book of the law to do them.“ Vea, and why of your - 
ſelves judge ye not what is right? You muſt know that 
the debt of infinite juſtice mutt be paid; and if you find 
you cannot pay it yourſelt, you muſt accept of Curiſt as 
5 your 
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your ſurety, (Pſ. cxix. 122.) and he will pay the debt; 


otherwide you are liable of being arreſted every moment 
of your lives by the officer the devil, and to be caſt in- 
te priſon of hel. 
Be perſuaded, dear reader, to conſider theſe things, 
and apply it to your own ſouls; do not put jt off to others; 
it belongs to you, whoſoever ye are, and moſt nearly 
concerns your immortal fouls. And remember this, 
if you do not agree with your adverſary whilſt you are 
in the way with him, when he has had you to the ma- 
giſtrate, it is too late to get free; for, if you are found 
a tranſgreſſor of the law, you will then be caſt into 
priſon: ſo certainly, if you do not agree with Chriſt 
your. adverſary in time, you will be caſt into priſon, 
there to lay to all eternity. But perhaps you will 
fay, you never was an advarſary to Chriſt ; but 


the apoſtle was of the opinion, that every man by na- 


ture was ſuch, © for, ſays he, the carnal mind is enmi- 
ty againſt God; for it is not ſubject to the law of 
od, neither indeed can be.“ (Rom. viii. 7, 8.) And our 
Saviour fays as much, that which is born of the fleſh is 
fleſh ;* and for this reaſon, except we are born again 
of the ſpirit, we cannot enter into the kingdom of God.” 
(See John iii.) Vea, and why even of yourſelves 
judge ye not what is right?” I mean, that the juſtice of 
God muſt be fatisfied, either by you or your ſurety 
and that you muſt of neceſſity be endowed with the Ho 
ly Spirit, the author of all holineſs, or never enter into 
the holy of holies, the kingdom of heaven. Yea, is not 
this reaſonable? and why of yourſelves judge ye not that 
this is right? | 6 

Naw in order to anſwer your following diſcourſes, I 
ſhall take particular account of every ſcripture which 
you think you have advanced againſt the * erroneous 
doctrine of the Methodiſts ;* and as for the reſt; I ſhall 
take but little notice, ſeeing it is of itſelf a ſufficient 
confutation, and particularly becauſe the ſcriptures are 
the only ſafe-guard of our chriſtian welfare, and there- 
fore needs to be kept ſecure from wreſtings. 

As to your firſt diſcourſe on the nature of moral ac- 
tions, &c. I have but little to ſay of it, but only that 
your brains are infuſed with many fantaſtical notions od | 

tne 


Im | 
the Methodiſt pf nich you are entirely Ins. 
rant of. You hive ade one great and epidemical miſtak 
throughout yout diſcourſes; in zecuſing us With hat 
of whieh we are entirely mneeent. But to ſpeal 
favourably of you, I compate it ot — Ignofance; but 
however” J think you had no reaſon nor becnſiah ts 
make it ſo publ. %, 0; 
In order to have ſomething to witheſs againiſt us, you 
have firſt repreſented us as Stoles inſtead of Methodlſts { 
and under this colour you have anſwered the abſiniity 
of their doQrine, and imputed their errots to the Mes 
thodiſts. Alas! the old proverb is truly veriſted in us 
Veritas odium pavit: but we know who it is that Kicks 
eth againſt the pricks. Here is your honeſty and up- 
epa. you boaſt of, diſplayed at once! 
ſuppoſe the chief aim and tendency of your firſt dif- 
courſe is to pervert the doctrine of election, and to 
prove we are free agents. This has long been à mattet 
of debate, ' and can never be cleated up to perfection on 
neither ſide; and the reaſon is evident, becauſe! it dee 
pends on the judgments of God, which, we are told, 
are unfearchable and paſt finding out; (ſee Rom. xi. 55. 
and this is the apoſtle's concluſton of the matter. By 
I find'you' aFſume a fuptrivr Knowledge to the appſtle, 
and are ſo vain' as to pretend you have 14id —— = 


root) (that i I ſuppoſe) put the matter beyond 
bate, WG determined the cafe; ot in other words, con- 
futed the doctfine of election, and proved us abſolutely 
free agents. Alas] how für Will the pride of man ex- 
ert itielf, when it is not teſtraiec by Almighty Grace? 
This could make Nebuchadnezar thus boaſt” of his 
greatneſs: Have I not built thee O Babylon, ſaith he? 
without” conſidering the fole Author of all bleſhngs; 
who iniade the very materials, and gaye every ability 
eonſeqtent to the purpoſe. It is true indeed he dui 
Babylon, and it prbved to his o confuſioon. 
| Thave obſerved (page 3.) you make this ſuppoſition: 
« 'You ſuppoſe 'two men in equal circumſtances of life, 
ec and to have an equal ſhare of judgment and pene- 
« tration, and their ſituation equally advantageous, &c.” 
and yet you intimate theſe two'men fhall hot Act alike, 
But mechinks I ſhould be glad to know the * 
188 re 
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there muſt of courſe be ſome difference, or they would 
be alike, Alas, you will proye the doctrine of elec- 
tion, whether I will or not: for if the caſe be thus pre- 
ſcribed, it muſt be the ſupernatural grace of God that 
makes the difference. Ales here is your wiſdom ? 
furely you have not laid the ax to the root, as you ima- 
gine. You handle the doctrine of election the wrong 
end foremoft ; the beſt end for your purpoſe is to make 
your calling and election ſure, and then you will no 

nger cavil about the matter. For my own part, 
through the grace of God, I can make a great uſe of 
this doctrine; yet nevertheleſs there are many wreſt this 
(as they do allo the other ſcriptures). unto their own 
deſtruction — non omnes eadem mirantur 2 
Remember for the future it is in vain to preſume to find 
out that to perfection, which the word of God decla- 
reth is 2 &c. In vain have you laid 
the ax to the root; for I find you are not able to ſtrike 
one ſtroke in cutting up this doctrine: therefore I would 
adviſe you to lay this tool aſide. . 

I have obſerved in ſeveral places, particularly in page 
18, you expreſsly ſay, If we enter into life, we muſt 
keep the commandments; and by the next words I 
underſtand you mean the law of Moſes, or Len Com- 
mandmants. Again, you make this concluſion of the 
whole matter, (page 22.) „ to fear God, and keep his 
* commandments; for this is the whole duty of man,” 
Now I anſwer you as Chriſt anſwered one in the goſpel, 
Do this and live.“ (Matt. xix. 16.) But remember 
the talking only will be to no purpoſe, any more than 
it was to him; and certainly if you was once put vpor 
the trial; (with the young man that pretended he ha 
kept the law from his youth up) you would likewiſe 
away ſorrowful. Chriſt knew how to ſilence him 45 
out one word of reproof, only by putting him to trial; 
and certain it is, if he had loved his neighbour as him- 
ſelf, (as it is the whole and eſſential command of the 
ſecond table) he would have ſold his poſſeſſions, and 


- 


given it to the poor; but alas! he went away ſorrow- 


ful. | | 
It is an eaſy matter to talk of theſe things; and as 
much more is it eaſy for a worldling to uſe this and 15 
| e 


— 


191 
like {criptares as you have done, viz. * What 
* the Lord require of thee but to do juſtice, to 
priory arid walk humbly with their God.” But 
alas! who are they that do it at all times as they ought? 
it, 


I dare venture my ſoul upon it, Whoever Keepeth 
— — ion, be ſhall inbent 
eternal life. But then how vain is it to talk of theſe 
things, if we do not do it? All men will ſay they do it 
in ſome meaſure; but let me aſł how they ſhall know 
when they have done enough to lay claim to the pro- 
miſed inheritance ? alas, here men are ſilent. Surely 
it is ſurprizing men ſhould be fo fond of their 
own-ſouls! It is as though they thought the. Almighty 
would be ruled by their es, and judge them ac- 
cording to their profeſfions, inſtead of the ſecrets of the 
heart. O be —̃ — —¾⅛ 
weighed, if you would eſcape the torments of hell. 
Remember the omnipotent judge will not be mocked, 
nor put off with a bare external or outſide profeſſion - 
therefore let me apply che next text you have quoted 
to younſelf, for certainly it moſt nearly con — 
Exoept your righteouſneſs exceed the righteouſneſs of 
< the Seribes and Phariſces, ye ſhall in nd wiſe enter 
into the kingdom of God.“ It is generally allowed 


indeed that theſe Phariſees were notorious hypocrites; 
but oertain it is, our moralized chriſtians (as they ate 
called) arg not a ſtep behind them, if their hearts were 
laid open as theirs was. It is reaſonable to think that 
there were ſome fincere perſons of this ſect as well as 
others, for inſtance, Nicodemus and St. Paul we have 
 manifeſt:proof of; but we find they were both blind 
and ignorunt, till the Lord opened their eyes and hearts, 
dy his Spirit: and no marvel, for the natural man diſ- 
cerneth not the things of the Spirit, (and for this very 
reaſon) -* 2 it is ſpiritually diſcerned.” (See 1 Cor. 
it 11—14.) d Lain Tie, % of rw 

- "Theſe Phariſees (we find by St. Paul in particular) were 
nealous according to the la, yet nevertheleſs were found 
under che curſe and condemnation of it; and no wonder, 
for ſuys the e, that none is juſtified by the la in 
the ſight of is evident, for the juſt (or them that are 
juffiſied) ſhall live by faith. 8 Gal. in. IT, 12. ii. 32 
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But alas!/ though it»be'-ſo-evident, I find it is not 


known nor believed by our-advetfaries.z; for they allo 
us no other juſtification but keeping the command 
ments: for our preſent oppoſer doth openly cohfeſs, 
(page 22.) that he has made this the concluſion of the 
whole matter! Now vat ſays the ſcripture? * As 
many as are of the works of the law, are under the 
curſe,” (Gal. iii. 10.) Alas, who are they? why cer- 
tainly ſuch as ſeek to be juſtiſied by xeeping the law a 
for ĩt is written, Curſed» is every one (ſays the apo - 
ſtle) that continueth not in all things that are written 
in the book of the Jaw: to do them. Oh but ſays the 
moraliſts, this is the ceremonial law. So then, if thie 
be the caſe, you are gotten off ſafely; for you now 
have excluded the Ten Commandments: but let us ex- 
amine more cloſely into this affair. What law is the 
apoſtle ſpeaking of that was written and engraven on 
ſtones, that he calls 4:the' miniſtration of condemnation, 
&c. ?“ (2 Cor. iii. 9.) Again, what law is St. 5 
ſpeaking of, when he tells us, Whoſoever ſhall keep 
the whole law, yet offend in ane point is guilty of all?” 
Was it the ceremonial law that ſaid, Thou ſhalt not 
commit adultery, thou ſhalt not ſteal, &c. 1“ Alas 
theſe are griping ſcriptutes tor the proud Phariſees. 
Vea ſome are ſo impious to ſay, they believe 
St. James was a madman! and I believe others that 
are not fo confidently bold, are of their opinion. O 
ſtrange, amazing deluſion! do ſuch believe in God? 
O but ſays the worldling, It is very unlikely, and 
very unreaſonable to think, he that offends in one point 
is guilty of all. Yes, I dare to ſay the children of Iſrael 
thought it very unlikely they ſhould conquer the chil- 
dren of Edom, and take the land of Canaan, other- 


wiſe they would not have ſtoned Caleb and Joſhua for 
encouraging them to truſt in the Lord for it. What 


was the cauſe of all this? why their damnable evil 


hearts of unbelief. Vea it is the ſame evil prevails un- 


to this day, and keeps people from ſeeing and — 


that they are ſinners, and conſequently from any 


and true repentance; and for. this reaſon, ſays our Sa- 
viour, They ſhall all likewiſe periſu. * 
n „„in: No 


—— 
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Non becken, he four Hearted, that dier fir kam 
righteouſfidls" TH, *KIvi. Lal) ſuppbſe la Rihg Was to put 
forth ten commands tc ih fie of his ſubje ts, and told 
Him poſitively, "if he Cn yn nerds failed in ine een 

tion of any Dad he d count him Aal 

d he bol fi ſuffer death T the'tranſere |, ea. and 
that he ſhouid — che ele e * Ay Ne 
tranſgreſſed them N it not be ne 
daring ſpetch think ye, for the fubject to- reply — 
not believe yt u? Now is Apen — 
ſays, if y 1 in one point of the lu, e ro pile 

ty of all; and without wr and faith PE. 4s: 
four advocate, ye ſhall be'everia Ring fete Ge" ut"of — 

gdom of Wen Butz ſays the Phariſee,” TVN 

Believe it. Then jet me all him to remember this: 
6 He chat believeth not, is condemned already.“ (John 
wit. 18.) And he that 'believerh: 3 {faith Chriſt 
— his apoſtles) believeth not me.* (Mark | xvi. *16.] 
And again; He that believeth Höt, mall be damned.“ 
your be r e to conſider theſs things,” for your 


7 2 wr IE a the Wan mY -utſed Amel 
that make God a 2 who is the very fountain of _ 
kruth and Hh yu the knowledge of truth? 
EE n v. 162) OS not the omnicrent Ruler: of heay- 
| Enow when you have tranſgreſſed his'faw; 
und . his Wok Mk eſty ?: yes ſutely; for * he 
(ſays the apoſtle, Heh x. 28; 4 20.) A ee Moſes“s 
lac died without dhe e n © how: muthrforer pe 
niſhment,' think ye, 090 he- be thought worthy, who 
hath-&@Uteri under foot the ſon. of God.“ © Know ye 
not, brechren, (for I ſpeak to them that know the law) 
How that the law hath dominion over a man ſo Jong as 
he liveth? Fot When we were in the fleſhi (i. ei before 
we were born of the Holy Spirit) the tnotlons of ſin, 
which were {known to be ſin by the Jaw) by! the law 
did work in our members (that i is; in our mortal 22 
to bring forth frait unto death. (Romi. vil. 1, 5.) 
know that ſome would fain turn this to the ceremonial 
law, duk let me aſk them how the external ordinances 
could work in their members to bring forth fruit unto 
dearhÞ! * if they ” ruled by reaſon, (—_ 
2 y 
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ay, ti tn in be — — 8. 
harm o dr br men te 7 1 N. 
en the law is our ſe 
N 25 be 3 
et A. very apt ſi indeed! fo 
as a Wee is Ae — and cotrect his 
children, ſo doth the law, or commandments, ſcourge 
and correft our conſciences, and at laſt us to hu⸗ 
mili ang, repentance z; and thus are we brought 
Chriſt, © But alas! the apoſtles and our opponents ane 
very differing opinions; for they ſay, * if weenter 771. 
« we muſt keep the gommandments.“ N 1 80 5 
Paul ſays, * I do not ſepſis: the, grace 
righteouſneſs come by the law, then ber Cg Soy 225 in 
vain. Now which ſhall we believe, the apollls gx 
ſeducers ? Again, the apoſtle tells us, ö 22 
tained the law of righteouſneſs, 9 0 fox this —— 
. it not by faith, „ 1 5 
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E44 


works of law.” m. ix. 31, 32+ ſee x. 40 
Now let me aſk if ——— not di eee 
caſe? for they tell us, If we enter inte life, we, muſt 
« keep the commandments.!” The apoſtle. ſays, he 
does © not fruſtrate the grace of God (in this manner) 
for if righteouſneſs come by the law, then Chriſt. is 
in vain.” (Gal. ii. 21.) Surely then, if rightecuſneſt 
doth not come this way, it is in vain to e zn 
Now Nite, how will ye term 10 to the ceremo- 
nial law? for if righteouſneſs come not by the law, via 
both moral and ceremonial, how ſhall it come by parts 
befides the apoſtle makes no ſuch diſtincion, And 
again, the apoſtle tells, us, -* the lau en d Klos this 
purpoſe) that the offence might abound. (Rm. u. 20, 
And for this reaſon, the law myſt. become ous; ſchool- 
maſter, if ever we are brought to Chriſt to daes 
by faith, (Gal. i Hl. 24. } Lo: 
Again, we are told «© the ſcripeure hath * 


I 
under fin, (Phariſees 4 505 that the promiſe by faich 
of Jeſus Chriſt might be given to them that believe.” 


After man's fall the — law of 955 entered to 
iſe of ws ef TH 
life IH." foo 2 ma 0 Ms be = 
ments according to the Mera Tenſe, © for the letter kil- 
leth, &c. 2 Cor. iii. 6. but) you muſt firſt be convinc- 
ed of your deficiencies herein, and | come with an _ 
. — — unt Chtiſt Jeſus : Man- wad 
orjous, 5 0 of the g0 gokpel then he will 
2 Fend, faith he, 
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your advocate and ſurety; 1 have i < you debt, 
nite juftice and let ou free,” and Wil” give 
life ; and none ſhäll de ate ek 580 
hand. (See John . 28.) 20 s bus 
Vou know a wiſe phyſician Will ww 
medicine fot every cure: . — x 
keian ſpealk to alf alike.” 5 
s but the law, 3 — ale * ay 535 
his ſheokmuafter'; and When the conſc vel i 
e ſk*h he, are the poor in ſpirit; fi 
ours is the Ri Sf heavih It is Chi mat kil- 
lech, and it i is riſt mat thaketh'alive. | ai 
me, ſaith-he,' al ye that are weary and pie bn 
and f will ve vw reſt undo your foils,” 
des and — — proved Sp 
er eis for walt of Uns, r lit, you 
aukwardly handle theſe points of doctrine. nf Bro = =. 
But or are at adverſary and apple beth 
Huth, ves pray "the Lard 1 you a true under - 
ſtanding, al. ew you ab he- did St. Paul, that it is 
hard to Kk the rw * Certainly” Jeu would 
do wellto'eunfider duly Before you bring in your- vin- 
didtive accuſations againſt va, leſt haply you ire found 
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to conclude a ger 6 the words of the apo- 
Me, (Rom. ix, 3r; 32. K. 2.) < My T 
rac (and all that ure thus feeki ſueſs by the 
law} is, cat they may be fived; Ur ber iber re- 
cord, they baue @ gend towards God, but not according 
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IN LF oy anforcy, you, WUD. this ſubject, 1 
wall firſt (through the grace of God) make ſome 
remarks upon it, and after that diſcover, my own ſent” 
put . ſame point of doctr ine. 

I have obſerved; (page 24+) you ſay, When 
ec 10 cy Ag is changed, the whole bent and diſpoſition 
« of the mind changes from that which i ih to that 
« which is good. Then you intimate, ( They are 
4 ſuch rſons As the word. of God calls, New. 
c tures,, Born again, Raiſed to | yewnels, of life, &c,” 
Very good all this in its proper placs. But I hays 
obſerved you count all ſuch as live a , moral and/ civil life 
to be riſtians Now, it is evident there are many 
fuch Phariſees. from their, childhood; therefore let. me 
aſk 1 you,, en theſe are tg ;he. born again „and. become 
new creatures? yea, what need is there of ity if they 
were in the right way already? How, ſhall, all things 
become new with them, (as, you. obſerve, page 25.) If 
they are in a good ſtate by nature? nay, if. all things 
become, new to them, t , conſequent y: they : muſt 
change. from good to evil. 3ut{ perhaps you, will. ſay, 
there is n need for a moral perſon tod he born again, 
&c. but alas! you never find an gs — 
and our Saviour poſitively d e are not born 

ib 5 A ſee the kingdom 60450 Joha iii) And 
855 Faul tells you as poſitively, If any man hath not the 

Spirit of God, he is none of his.” (Roms iii. 9.) Nays 
you nd Nicedemus wt St. Paul in . ien 


1 


— 


1 [25] 
of this new birth ;-though theywere both 
to the law of Moſes, and lived as moral and religious a ligg 
as any canipretend to: yea, I, have obſerved (page 39.) 
vou call St. Paul a man before his converſiam; yes 
Laoſwerg he was, much like yourſeiſf; he had a zeal t- 
wards God, but not according to knowledge; he ſat in 
Molſes' feat, and was zealous according to the law; but 
alas l he was a poor blind Phariſee at laſt. But I obſerve 
you make mention of St. Paul's blindneſs in perſecuting 
the chriſtians, for a proof againſt ſuch as ſpeak of aſſu- 
rance in ſalvation, or . they are called of 
God, &c. for you ſay, St. Paul himſelf believed he 
« did well, and that he had a call to it when he perſe- 
<< cuted the chriftians;” and therefore you ſay, Good 
men are liable to miſtakes ;”” yea, I anſwer, too ma- 
ny, but not of this nature. But alas, dear fir, did you 
ever read of Paul in the ſcriptures? one would be apt to 
think you was brought up in ſome Pagan country, 
where the ſcriptures are not revealed; or what think ye 
St. Paul meant when be wrote thus to Timothy, (i. e.) 
This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 
tion, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the world to ſave ſin- 
ners; of whom, faith he, I am the chief?“ And in ma- 
ny other places he counts hiniſelf ſtill the leaſt of all ſaints, 
becauſe he perſecuted the chureh of God. But if We 
Conſider the caſe throughly, we need not wonder that 
our adverſaries ſhould be ſo deſirous to juſtify St. Paul 
before he was converted, becauſe the reaſon is evident, 
they are unconverted themſelves, they are in the ſame 
Kate of unbelief, they have the ſame perſecuting ſpirit 
that St. Paul had before his converſion; therefore it is, 
their ſpirits ſo intimately concur together: beſides if they 
2 juſtify St. Paul in this ſtate, they are juſtified them» 
0 l 1 20 * 3 eite 
I have obſerved in many places you ſeem greatly offended 
that we ſhould. aſcribe all glory and power to God, in 
the work of converſion, &c. Indeed I am no ſtranger 
to the pride of human nature, but am truly ſenſible it 
will (whilſt unrenewed by the grace of God) endeavour 
to rob him of his glory, in attributing ſome praiſe, ſome 
Honour, aud ſome glory to its ſelf; though they can free 
bs quently 


ral man in all his 


[a6] 
quently acknowledge, that all praiſe, all power, and all 
$4 to their Maker and Redeemer. Alas! 
how inconſtant, unſtable, and inconſiſtent, is the natu- 
He can eaſily. ſay the Lord's 
that his is the kingdom, his: is the power; and 
the glory, and make many other acknowledements of 
the like nature; but alas! at the fame time in his 
heaet) is ſtill afcribing ſome praiſe, power and glory to 
bmndelf.; and no marvel then that they cannot believe: 
for how can ye believe, faith Chriſt, which. receive 
Honour one of another, and ſeek not the honour which 
cometh from God only? (John v. 44.) Nay, 8 are 
here as much as told, that it is an impoſſibility. O that 
men would be but as good as their words, and aſcribe 
all glory, praiſe, might, majeſty, and dominion to the 
God of their — yaa Lende 6 58 apoſtle if 
We „ to the Lord : ( r. . 23, 2 
2 — 2 72 what art thou, O — 
who hath _ thee — from another t᷑ If thou haſt 
received any kind of perfection . thy brother, wh 
doſt thou or, asthoughthouhad knob 2 
therefore all praiſe to him who conferreth ty bleflings 
upon thee; for certainly, according to. your confeſſion, 
it is all due unto the Lord. Do not any longer aſſume 
mat to yourſelf, which belongeth to God, i. 8. all praiſe, 
y, and power. It is not the character of a chriſtian 


glor 
to rob God of his glory. Remember it was foretold, by 


the prophets, that, at the coming of Chriſt, the valies 
ſhould be exalted, and mountains and hills ſhould-be 
brought tow.” (Iſa. x}. 4.) And thus you find our Sa- 
viour and his apoſtles confirm it, for he that humbleth 
himſelf in the fight of men, ſhall in the ſame degree, or 
ter, be exalted before men and angels. This is the 
anguage of the goſpel of Chriſt ; for he that humblerh 
himſelf as a little child, the ſame is the greateſt in the 
kingdom of heaven. (See Matt. xviii. 4. Luke xiv. 11.) 
And we find it was the character of the multitudes that 
beheved; for they 5 were of one heart and of one foul: 
neither ſaid any of them, (as our opponents do, that it 
is by our own attainments we gain title to happineſs) nei- 
* faid any of them chat ought of the things he Fo 


[SJ] 

ſed were his own: but they had all things (plain, mean, 
low, and) common.“ (Acts iv. 32.) 90 1k 
Here is at once painted forth to our view the inviola- 
ble character of all chriſtians throughout all generations 
View this deſcription, dear ſir, and ſee if you are cloath- 
ed with that garment of humility, when you call us 
„Enthuſiaſtie Dreamers, &c.” (page 28.) for no other 
reaſons, but becaule,we aſcribe all glory to God and his 
race. I obſerve you here call it * irreſiſtible grace. 
am not aſhamed to on the name, for the Lord him- 
ſelf hath declared, that he will put his fear in our 
hearts, that we ſhall not depart from him.“ (See Jer. 
xxxii. 30, 40.) And certainly the Lord hath the ſame me- 
thod ſtill in making chriſtians that he formerly made uſe 
of. Very pertinently then may it be called, Irreſiſtible 
Grace. Moreover, I ſee not how it is poſſible man, 
ſhould be ſo great an enemy to his own ſoul as to dare re- 
ſiſt it: how is it poſſible man can have heart to reſiſt that 
which he knows by reſiſtance would make him forever 
miſerable? Nay, it is the fear of the Lord) that keeps 
him from it. And indeed the fear of preſent calamities 
is ſuſſicient to alarm the believer, when he knows the 
terrors of the Lord in his conſcience. Therefore; all 
your If's and And's, (page 3a, 33.) with your dialet - 
tical arguments, are to no purpoſe; and you may al- 
moſt as well make this ſuppoſition: Suppoſe a perſon, 
after he was got ſafe to heaven, ſnould leap into hell; 
how ſhould he be ſure to return again? For certain it is, 
whoever has that faith which worketh by love, it will 
engage him to work the works of Gl. 

Hut as it is in vain to anſwer the many fooliſh objec · 
tions men will make, (whilſt in a carnal ſtate) I think 
t moſt proſitable to my reader, to give him my ſenti- 
ments on the ſubject of regeneration. | 
; Firſt; you muſt underſtand this doctrine beareth divers. 
names and denominations: in ſcripture, yet in effect is 
one and the fame thing; for inſtance, it is called, the 
new birth, Chriſt's baptiſm, converſion, — new: 
creatures, being born again, having the Spirit of Chriſt, 

&c. (Rom. viii. 9.) All Which, ſignifieth the chan 
that muſt be wrought by the power of God the Holy 
Ghoſt, and experienced. by every ſoul before it can be 
| 6 admitted 


God, becauſe it is not ſubject to the law of 


| [8] | | 
admitted into the kingdom of heaven. We find the 
ſcriptures are very peremptory and poſitive on this point 
and therefore we need not be long in determinin 
the need and neceſſity of this regenerating change. 
was the firſt point of doctrine our Lord to Nico- 
demus the ruler; and his words are very abſolute and 
deciſive: for * Verily, verily, (faith Chriſt) I ſay unto 
„except 2 man be born again, he cannot fee the 
Bee God.“ (John iii. 3.) This then was enough 
to put any one to ſearch, who had the leaſt hope or de- 
ſire of getting thither, ſince the ſon of God, the only 
outhor of our ſalvation, in fo deliberate a manner deter- 
mines the caſe, and puts the matter beyond all contro- 
verſy. He could not have faid any greater thing to en- 
ge our attention, than that we Id be finally ex- 
cluded the kingdom of heaven without this experience; 
for if ſo, all other endeavours muſt of neceſſity prove in- 
effectual. But, fays carnal reaſon, © How can a man 
be born when he is old? How can theſe things be? 
Why ſays Chriſt, I tell you plainly, it muſt be; for- 
that which is born of the fleſh. is fleſh, © and that which 
is born of the ſpirit is fpirit.” So that all men, as they 
are born firſt of the fleſh after the will of man, are daily 
ſeeking to pleaſe man before God ; - they are naturally 
prone to fatisfy their own ſenſual luſts and appeti 
contrary to the will of God: therefore they muſt be born 
or baptized with the Holy Spirit, or they will be utterly 
void of all true holineſs, and therefore muſt remain in- 
compatible. and averſe to the ſupreme Being; and for 
this reaſon be excluded the kingdom of heaven. Yea, 
ſays the apoſtle, the | carnal mind is enmity againſt 
8 1 * 


ther indeed can it be.“ (Rom: viii. 7.) Therefore he 
makes this concluſion: So then (faith he) they which 
are in the fleſh cannot pleaſe God; but (continues 
he) ye are not carnal, but ſpiritual, if ſo be the ſpirit of 
Chriſt dwell in you. But on the other hand, now if 
any man (faith he, be who he will) have not the ſpirit 
of Chriſt, he is none of his.” | 
Seeing then both Chriſt and his apoſtles are ſo poſitive 
in this, let us examine the matter more cloſely ; for here 
you find 15 no room to get clear, 1 
or 


REY m— . ; 
For again Chriſt confirms it in this manner,,# Verily, 
verily, F unto thee, Except a man (i7 e. every 
man) be born of water, and of the Spirit, he cannot en- 
ter the kingdom of God.“ But hence ariſes many ob- 
jections; why, ſays. ſome, what then are to become of 
thoſe that are never baptized, becauſe it is ſaid we muſt 
be born of water, &c.? Why you. muſt underftand this 
water meaneth St. John's Baptiſm, becauſe he baptized 
with water, &c. But then, if we. would have a true 
underſtanding of this, we muſt not look to meer words ; 
for this is a metaphorical expreſſion, and ſignifieth the 
nature of the caſe, - „ fol nw 
Now then let us conſider the main ſcope and inten- 
tion of St. John's baptiſm; for certainly this muſt be 
the way to determine the matter. We find St. John 
| himſelf ſpeaks lightly of this— I indeed, faith he, bap- 
tize you with water unto repentance; (mark this word 
repentance) but he that cometh after me, (that is, 
Chriſt) ſhall baptize you with the Holy Ghoſt, and with 
fire.” (Matt. iii. 11.) Now here is another metaphor 
made uſe of, i. e. fire: ſo that we may almoſt as well 
ſay, we are obligated in fome outward manner to pals 
through the fire as the water, was it not at arft made 
uſe of as a token and repreſentation by the _— 
And again, we find St. Peter ſpeaks lightly of this 
water-baptiſm ; for, ſaith he, can any man forbid wa- 
ter that theſe ſhould not be baptized, which have ceceiy- 
ed the Holy Ghoſt as well as we?” (Acts x. 47.) So 
that from the whole we may, I think, juſtly conclude 
this to be our Saviour's meaning : Except a man repent 
(which was the main defign of John's baptiſm) and be 
baptized with my baptiſm, i. e. the Holy Ghoſt, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. | 
If we would haye a true underſtanding of divine 
truths, we muſt not look to meer words, but the ſcope 
and deſign, import and intention. St. John was ſent to 
prepare the way before our blefſed Lord, according to 
the prophet's prediction; and to baptize the people with 
water, for a token of Chriſt's coming, and a Ins 
tion of their being cleanſed (by Chriſt's baptiſm) from 
their ſins, even as water cleanſes the body. And above 
all remember this: ä and faith was 2 
2 * 
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of perſons to be baptized; yea, and they were hi 
OS St. ichn for a JB to be A of fy 
when their evil deeds was a proof of their lewdneſs an 
inſincerity; for it was manifeſt that jt was not their 
deſire to repent. | | 
Knowing therefore that mankind are fo apt to take 


the ſhadow for the ſubſtance, and the meer outward 


form and repreſentation for real religion, I thought pro- 
per briefly to hint on the nature of water-baptiſm, as 3 
means to prevent diſputes. And I conclude (with re- 
ſpect to water-baptiſm) as the apoſtle does in other light 
matters, Let every one be fully perſuaded in his own 
mind ;”- but by no means Jet us reſt in any outward 
form or ceremony : remembring the words of St. John, 
(if you do not deſign to repent) Who hath warned 
you from the wrath to come ?” It is true indeed, Chriſt 
came to call ſinners ; but it was firſt to repentance, and 
then to the kingdom of God, But to return to my 
ſubject. | * | 
Marvel not, faith Chriſt, that I ſaid unto thee, Ye 
muſt be born again.” (John iii. 7.) Here again obſerve 
is another „. repetition: Marvel not, faith 
he, that I ſaid unto thee, that ye muſt be born again; 
for I again declare, it muſt be ſo. Therefore he goes 
on to give a deſcription of this new birth, taking a ſi- 
militude from the wind: The wind bloweth, ſaith he, 
where it liſteth, (or liketh, i. e. in regard to man) and 
thou hcareſt the ſound thereof, but canſt not tell whence 


it cometh, and whither it goeth : ſo is every one that is 


born of the Spirit.“ (ver. 8.) It is true indeed we know 
it proceeds from God, but we can neither ſee it nor 
know from what part or quarter it cometh. So it is 
with the wind. We can fee] the efficacy and power of 
it blowing the mortal body: ſo in like manner we feel 
the effect of the Holy Spirit blowing the immortal ſoul 
to a holy and heavenly frame of meekneſs, humility and 
Jove. But ſays the natural man, (with Nicodemus) 
© how can theſe things be? Oh, fays Chriſt, © art thou 
a maſter of Iſrael (as we may ſay in like manner to our 
learned doctors) and knoweſt not theſe things? Verily, 
verily, faith Chriſt, we ſpeak that we do know, (yea 
and ſo does every chriftian) and teſtify that he 

g | 5 een; 
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ſeen ; and ye receive not our witneſs.” Nay, ſo it is to 
this day; if we tell the world of any one's converſion, 
it is calle enthuſiaſm and madneſs; they will not re- 
ceive our witneſs. But ſays Chriſt, © If I have told 
you earthly things (or things that are received and ex- 
erienced on earth) and ye believe not, how ſhall ye 
believe if I tell you of heavenly things?” yea how in- 
deed ! If men will not believe ſuch things as their own 
fellow-creatures experience, and ſuch things as are pro- 
miſed fo plainly in ſcripture, and fo obviouſly diſplayed 
in the change it produceth amongſt mankind ; if they 
will not believe, 1 ſay, ſuch things as are ſo evident to 
be ſeen as is the converſion of ſinners, how ſhould they 
believe, if they were told gf the wonderful things in 
eaven? | | 

Having briefly explained our Saviour's conference 
with Nicodemus, and ſhewn you the abſolute neceſſity 
of the new birth, and the impoſlibility of attaining heave 
en without it, I now proceed to exemplify and confirm 
it by ſcripture. | | 
irſt, we find this was promiſed by St. John, that 
Chriſt ſhould baptize us with the Holy Ghoſt and with 
fire. (See Matt. iii. 11.) Now Chriſt, you and, to 
fulfil all righteouſneſs, and to ſet forth a pattern and 
example to his people, was baptized firſt of St. John; 
{ſee John i.) and that it might be more manifeſt to the 
people what ſhould follow baptiſm, (if rightly initiated 
and received) he received the Holy Spirit in a bodily 
ſhape like a dove. Now as a dove is known to be a 
meek, tender, and loving creature, this was a fit em- 
blem of God's love to his children, eſpecially when they 
are made worthy partakers of St. John's baptiſm , that 
is, repentance. For how was it with the returning 
prodigal ? while he was yet a great why off, his father 
ran and kiſſed him. Now it is obſerveable, Jeſus being 
left ſome time to be tempted in the wilderneſs, (as is 
generally the cafe with young converts) he immediately 
after began to preach the goſpel, giving an example in 
this alſo to all miniſters, and ſhowing them, that when 
they are baptized of the Spirit, then and not before, 
they are capable of preaching the goſpel. - * 
4 f „% — 0 / *» 4 1 l * 4 ow 
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Nov after Jeſus had preached ſome time, he promiſes 
to ſend the Holy Spirit unto his difciples, John xvi. 7. 


He tells them what effects the Holy Spirit ſhould pro- 


duce; he ſhould convince the world of ſin, &c.* Ac- 
cordingly we find the promiſe fulfilled at the day of Pen- 
tecoſt, or Whitſunday, (ſee Acts ii.) as the apoſtles 
were ſitting together, (probably converſing about their 
crucified Saviour) ſuddenly there came a ſound from 
heaven, as of a mighty ruſhing wind. Here you find 
the fimilitude of the wind, before ſpoken of, was ex- 
emplified in an external manner to the apoſtles; and 
the fire alſo, that we are told by St. John that Chriſt 
ſhould baptize us with. (See ver. 13.) And you muſt 
underſtand that all theſe things are fulhlled unto this 
day by an internal efficacy and power on the fouls of 
the regenerate. | 8 
Fire, in ſcripture, ſometimes ſignifieth affliction, 
ſometimes zeal and fervency of Spirit, &. Thus we 
find the prophet Jeremiah expreſſes his zeal: His word 
was in mine heart, ſaith he, as a burning fre, ſhut up 
in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, aud 
J could not ſtay.” (Jer. xx. 9.) Thus is it with the 
regenerate. And thus David expreſſes himſelf, My 
heart was hot within me, while I was mufing the fire 
burned,” (Pf. xxxix. 3.) And in many other reſpects 
we are ſaid to be tried as gold is tried in the fire, &c. 
all which are the effects of regeneration. | | 
We find, at the day of Pentecoft, there were Jews, 
devout men out of every nationz* (Acts ii. 5.) ſo that 
the ſound of the goſpel was at this time ſpread abroad 
theoughout the world. And we find ſome were amazed 
at the wonderful works of God; others mocked and 
faid, © Theſe men are full of wine, &c.“ (ver. 13.) 
Thus many make their ſcoff at this day; and others cry 
out, as they did then in former days, that the people are 
mad, &c. But with this Peter began to preach Chrift 
crucified ; at which the people were pricked at the 
heart, and began to enquire, What they. ſhould do to 
be ſaved?' (ver. 37.) Now note what Peter ſaid unto 
them; © Repent and be baptized every one of you, in 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for (a token of) the 1 
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ſion of ſins; and ye ſhall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghoſt. (ver. 39.) And in the next words the apoſtle 
confirms the promiſe in the moſt indefeaſible, poſitive 
and extenſive manner. For the promiſe, ſays he, is un- 
to you and to your children, and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God ſhall call.“ Obſerve 
| here is no reſtriction nor exception of ſuch as are called 
of God, neither in its extent, perpetuity, or duration; 
but to all alike was the promiſe given, to every kin- 
dred, tongue and nation; (Rev. v. g.) to them that 
are preſent, to them that are to come, to them that are 
near, and to them that are afar off, * even as many as 
the Lord our God ſhall call.” But many will make this 
objection and ſay, they hear of but few that are called 
or baptiaed in this manner; it is to be hoped, ſay they, 
there are ſome chriſtians that are not baptized with the 
Holy Ghoſt, &c. But alas! this was always the way 
the world went on. I dare affirm this was their pleaz 
when of hundteds Elijah was left alone, a Prophet of 
the Lord] they could encourage themſelves in ſin, be- 
cauſe there were ſo many to keep them company; and 
indeed becauſe there was ſo many alike, 2 „God 
is merciful, and therefore it is unlikely he — 
my neighbour, and perhaps God will ſpare us all 51's 
I believe this is the beſt plea the devil ever made with 
man; and by this deluſion he hath moſt encreaſed his 
kingdom. Yea by this means he leads them captive at 

his will, makes them his ſervants, and fights againſt 
God with full vigour and reſolution. But alas! what 
will they do in the end thereof? We find the people 
could not believe, before Noah's flood, that the 
would ſweep away a whole world of people (ex 
Noah and his family) by a deluge of water: no, no, 
they could then call God a merciful God all the time he 
let them alone in their fins, and under the tyranny of 
the devil. But though they were fo confident, you ſee 
they were all deſtroyed. The children of Iſrael could 
thus encourage one another in fin, as they was jour- 
neying to the land of Canaan; but alas! the juſtice of 
God cut them off in their fins, and ſuffered but two 
men (i e. of them that firſt ſet out) of ſo many 2 
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finds (namely Caleb and Joſhua) to enter into the pro- 
mifed land. Thus the Jews could cry peace to them- 
ſelves, though they were told by the prophets, of being 
carried away to Babylon. Again, at the coming of 
Chrift, they would not believe that miſery and deſtruc- 
tion ſhould: befal them; no, their hearts was raiſed 
with the greateſt enmity againſt Chriſt and his apoſtles, 
for bringing that news unto them, that they muſt repent 
or perith, 1 

hus the devil, from time to time, has blinded the 
eyes of the people, and cried peace, peace, when there 
was no peace, till he had led them on to utter deſtruc- 
tion; and what is above all amazing, is to think after all 
theſe dreadful examples man ſhould ſtill be ſo willing to 
adhere to the devil's ſuggeſtions! Can you think, O 
vain world, that the Almighty hath forgot to puniſh the 
wicked? We are told by himſelf, that Satan is the 
father of liars; when he ſpeaketh a lie he ſpeaketh of 
his own, and that he has ever proved a liar: from the 
beginning; and certainly this is ſufficient caution to 
them that believe. But alas! the cafe is this: the peo- 
ple will believe the devil before they will believe God: 
and though they have all theſe things written to ſhew 
them their danger; and how many thouſands have been. 
already led captive at Satan's will, till deſtruction fell upon 
them; yet nevertheleſs to this day (notwithſtanding all 
the ſcriptures, and the miniſters. of the goſpel) people 
will be encouraging each other in the road to hell; as 
though it would be an eaſement to them to ſee their 
friends and companions in the ſame place of tor- 
ment? O be perſuaded to conſider; and if you will 
no believe the word of God, that the devil is ſuch a 
ceiving tyrant, yet ſurely you may remember how 
many thouſands and thouſands he has already deceived 
and cauſed to be deſtroyed. - Oh my friends, it would 
be but little eaſement to any one man that puts his 
hand in the fire and burns it, if a thouſand was to do 
the ſame thing. Nay, certainly it will be an aggrava- 
tion to the torments of hell, to hear ſo many thouſands 
of friends and relations ſcream and cry, and lay each 
other to blame for leading them to that place of 
torment. O but ſays the devil, there is no ſuch _ 
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God is merciful, &c. But remember, my friends, his 
mercy, truth, and juſtice, muſt of neceſſity, go unani- 
mouſly all together; but this is what Satan would. not 
have you conſider. He is willing enough to call God 
merciful, if he can but make you believe he is a liars 
and that his threatnings will not be executed; but res 
member as aforeſaid, his merey, truth and juſtice, muſt 
go together; for they are inſeparably uni and can- 
not be ſeparated. Cot in anti indeed, but will not 
deny his word to fave the whole world from deſtruction; 
for if ſo, he would ceaſe to be God. And this is all the 
hopes a man can have of heaven, that walketh not the 
road which God hath appointed. Alas ! then this is but 
a dull proſpect of future blifs ! * Heaven and earth, fach 
Chriſt, ſball, paſs away, (that is, the firmament, or 
heaven of — ſtars) but my word ſhall not paſs, away; 
no, but will remain terrifying, the conſcience, (of hi 
that now rejects it) — eternity... The word that 
I have ſpoken, ſays Chriſt, the ſame. ſhall Judge: ye at 
the laſt day. (John xii, 48.) I am the door, the way, 
and life; whoever entreth not in by the door, ſhall be 
accounted thieves and robhers. (See John x.) 
| I hope I have by this time anſwered, this gbjeQion, 
and ſhewn you the folly of ſuch vain excuſes and pleas 
againſt the word of God, as to think only you have the 
world of your ſide. Oh, ſays the Phariſee, you are ve- 
ry uncharitable; you condemn all people, except they 
are of your opinion. I ſay nay, but all that be not of 
the opinion of Chriſt and his apoſtles. St. John tells 
us, that we know the whole world lieth in wicked- 
neſs; (1 John y. 19.) that is, in their natural ſtate be- 
fore they repent, &c. Was he not counted an uncha- 
ritable man, think ye 7, Yes ſays Chriſt, If ye were 
of the world, the world would love Ion 5, Put be- 
Cauſe I have choſen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hateth you. If we were. to cry, Peace, peace, 
(like, the, falſe prophets of old) when, there is, no f 
we, ſhould: likewiſe be eſteemed of, the world? but alas! 
if we tell them ag St. Peter did, that they muſt repent 
and be, converted, that their fins may be lotted out; 
(Acts iii. 19.) this is not at all agrecable to their.conſtitu- 
ba. They! would llngly e En) ds the 


death 


— 


[ 26 ] 


death of the righteous, but are unwilling to be con- 


verted that they may live the life. O be perfuaded to 


conſider before it be too late! God hath declared, © there 
is no peace for the wicked.” (Iſa. x]viii. 22.) Therefore 


turn ye, turn ye; why will ye die? (See Joel ii. 12.) 
Open your hearts therefore unto God, and earneſtly in- 
treat him for his Holy Spirit © to amend your lives ac- 
<« cording to his holy word.” See how graciouſly and 
undenibf this is promifed to them that aſk it I 
unto ye, * Chrift, Aſk, and (ye ſhall have) it ſhall 
be given, you.” (Luke xi.) He doth not ſay it may, 
but poſitively it hall: therefore it can be nothing but 
your evil heart of unbelief that keeps you from it. 
© Seek, faith he, and ye ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall 
be opened unto ye: for every one that aſketh, receiv- 
eth; and to him that knocketh, it fhall be opened.” 
(ver. 9, 10.) There is nothing wanting then but faith 
and fincerity in importuning for it, according to the 
foregoing parable: yea, in the following verſes, Chriſt 
puts the matter beyond all diſpute, and even ſeems ſur- 
prized that men ſhould doubt of receiving that from a 
gracious God, which is both to his glory and our good. 
« If ye, being evil, faith he, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children; how much more ſhall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that aſk 
him?“ (ver. 13.) O, what a bleſſed promiſe is here! 
even the Lord himſelf declaring, it is as much more 
likely our heavenly Father ſhould give us this bleffing, 
(that ſincerely aſk him) as he does, in a comparative 
degree, exceed our earthly parents in greatneſs, power, 
and goodnefs. Lord, give us hearts that are unfei 
edly thankful for this and all thy, bleſſed promiſes ! 
Now, dear reader, if my own experience can have 
any influence on you to engage you to alk for this bleſ- 
ſing, I tell you this very promiſe (ver. r3.) is what 1 
myſelf long relied upon, daily aſking and conti 
importuning, till at length the Lord was pleaſed to an- 
ſwer my prayers, and fully convinced me that T was 
baptized with this baptiſm, that I was born again of this 
Holy Spirit, that I was made his adopted ſon, and heir 
of heaven. From that time I have taken the promiſes 


of the goſpel to myſelf, and know they belong to me: 


from 
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from that time I have read the goſpel as an heir reads 


2 will; wherein he is ſure of a1 le —— 
him 5 whilſt others I find are —— like. lawyers, 
with a meer outlide memory of it, and as though it did. 
no farther concern them. gd” e e 

But remember, reader, the Lord's will is that none 
ſhould periſh, but that all men ſhould come to repen- 
tance that is unto ſalvation, not to be repented of: {See 
2 Pet. iũ. 9.) Let him that will, cume and: take of 
the water of life freely, without money or price. ( Iſa. 
Iv. 1. Rev: xxii. 17. Remember it is à free giſt: it 
is © by grace ye are {aved), faithz and that mot 
of yourſelves, it is the gift of God: (and this is the 
reaſon) it is not of worbs, leſt any man ſlibuild boaſt,? 
(Eph; ii. 8, 9.) Vea ſays the apoſtle, it is not by 
works of righteouſneſs that we have done, but by the 
walhing: of regeneration, and renewing” of the Holy 
Ghoſt,” (Tit. iii. 5.) , Certainly ther, if the apaſtles 
were not ſaved by the works of righteouſneſs which they 
had done, it is tely in vain for us to expect ta be 
ſaved for the works of righteauſneſs which we can do; 
nay, but if we are ſaved, it muſt be (like the apoſtles) 
71 the waſhing of regeneration and renewing of the 


oly Spirit. Vea, ſays Chriſt, Except ye àre born 
— —— ingdom of God. Alas, then 
ſince Chriſt and kis apaſtles declare we cannot be 


ſaved without the baptiſm of the Holy Ghoſt, which is 
Chriſt's baptiſm, (ſee Matt. iii. 1 1.) and ſince you have 
ſuch iſes given, on the other hand, to you that aſk, 
{fee Luke xi.) ſurely this muſt be enough to excite you 
earnefily to entreat the Lord for this bleſſing; God him 
ſelf hath declared, you ſhall not be ſaved, you ſhall not 
ſee the ki of heaven without it. (See John iu. Rom. 
— 9.) — the other _ he 1 
the means of regeneration, (Tit. ui. 5. Eph. ii. 8. 
3 ſhall be ſaved, and re- united into his favour. For 
as many as have received the Spirit, are become the 
ſons of God; © and if children, ſays the apoſtie, then 
heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Chriſt, &c.“ (Rom. 
viü. 14418.) and remember this promiſe was given to 
them that were afar off; that is, to all ſucceeding ages. 
And well it is on our Ny -for we find the * 
5 | 2 that 
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that is able to gain admittance for us, through his me- 
' fitorious croſs and paſſion; the only one that can con- 
duct us ſafely to our deſired haven. : He himſelf decla- 
tethʒ we cannot enter into life unleſs we are baptized 
with this baptiſm, born again of his Spirit, or cleanſed 
by the waſhing of 'tegeheration, and renewing of the 
Holy Ghoſt; Nay, it is reaſonable to think. that we 

t be baptized with Chriſt's baptiſm, before we can 
be made chriſtians in deed and in truth. But. Ichope it 
is already reallized and confirmed ſufficiently, to fuch as 
believe the word of God. But alas! it is the craſt of 
Satan, to make many believe the new birth, or inſpira+ 
tion of the Spirit, &c. is ceaſed. | I know chis is the 

rand deluſion of Satan, and the beſt craft he can poſ 

bly invent to deſtroy the ſouls of men; ſor by this 
means he puts them in doubt of the ſcriptures, over - 
throws the very attributes of God, and makes man be- 
lieve he is failed in his promiſe, and that he is altered 
in his word and conduct. But alas! what can men 
mean then in praying for the inſpiration of the Holy 
Spirit, &c. in the communion· ſervice? Again, in the 
litany we pray thus, that the Lord may endue us with 
the Holy Spirit, to amend our lives according to his he+ 
ly word; again, that he may not take his Holy Spitit 
from us, &c. Men will join in theſe and many other 
prayers of the like nature, and ſay Amen to it all; but 
alas ! if you talk of theſe things out of the building cal · 
Jed the church, it is called enthuſiaſm and madneſs; 
they will for theſe acknowledgements ſoon brand you 
with the name of 'Methodiftsy falſe Prophets, Antichrifts, 
&c. though themſelves are the very people: yea, by 
their fruits ye may know them. For when they pray 
they are mocking of God, and pray for that which they 
themſelves ſay is not attainable, namely, the. inſpiration 
of the Spirit, &c. Vea even in the Lord's Prayer, they 
pray for the ſame thing; for when ye pray for the king - 
dom to come, &c. what kingdom think ye it is? The 
kingdom of Chriſt at the end of the world, ſay ſome. 
Alas they have much more need to ptay that it never 
come. But we know however that this is already fixed 
and determined of God, and our prayers can make it 
neither ſooner nor later; therefore it is in vain 0 ſet 
| t about 
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about it. But aan in i the kingdom here meant, 
which ,Chriſt tells us, * cometh. not with obſctvation, 
&c. for Jo, faith he, it is within you; (Luke avi! a0, 
21.) that is, the kingdom of grace or cafe e 
which, by its comfortable motions, is a foreta 
kingdom of heaven, ot, in, the — wards, 
neſt; of our inbetitance. avs ng ſome, I. 
thete is no ſuch thing n owa: ays; but ns, 
make this coneluſion to | their plalms and ä and 
make nothing of it, that as it was Jn, the beginnings is 
now, &c. | hey can tead that f Jeſus Chniſt is the 
1 yeſterday, 0-day, and, ere "(Heb. Xii. S.) 
| and pretend. de Delieve the ſeriptutes, and atahe ame 

time deny it. Alas! bow, blind is à man by nature? 

He will pretend zo pray and confeſs before, Gpd duch 
things as he will poſitively deny before men à yea he can 
alſo call himſelf a poor nan ſinner at church, but 
when he. gets ont, if you call, him a ſinner he * im- 
mediately begin to. juſtify. himelk like. the, hond Pha- 

riſee, and compare himſelf with his. neighbours: Gg. , 
But let us again conſider this, objetion the — 
2 inttoduces. om aol 

If ſo be chere is no ſuch thing, i in our dars, 3s: to bo 
born again, of the Holy Spirit, Chriſt uſes us very, ill; 
for he, and his, apoſtles likewiſe, in the molt peremp- 
tory, and poſitive manner declares, we ſhall not ſeg, nor 
enter into the kingdom of God. Alas then we are; Come 
forth into the world in a dreadful time, if there is none - 
can enter ug the kingdom of God. O ſtrange, 
amazing d eluſion Be aſtoniſhed, O ye heayens, 22 
the preſumption of man, even daring to ov 
very attributes of the unchangeable God! But et me 
aſk you, ye vain deluded wretches, when the diſpen- 
ſation of the goſpel was altered? when was it Chriſt's 
word and promiſe was broken, or his mind ſo much 
altered, that he ſhould now accept ſuch into his king- 
dom as are n with his baptiſm, or born again 
of the Holy Wit he was it the kingdom of heaven 
firſt admitted any e thing to enter there? Well, 
ſays ſome, N — nd — are confuted) I do not 
underſtand it. ee away they turn themſelves, 
AS eee this was a matter that did not concern ow, 
n 


[3p] 

And fay they, If we know much, there will be much 
required: ſo they content themſelves, with the unpro- 
ftable ſervant, to reſt in ſin and ignorance here, and be 
Caſt into outer darkneſs hereafter. (See Matt. xxv. 30.) 
But alas! they will not hear nor believe; and we may 
lily ſay by them as the prophets ſaid by them of old, 
” ears ate dull of hearing, and their eyes have they 
cloſed, &c.” (Acts xxviii. 27.) We find theſe ſcoffers 
are already come, that ſhould ſay all things continue as 
in the beginning, &c. and therefore they eat, drink, 
and be drunken; for Tay they, to-morrow we die. And 
certainly the very the Almighty uttered forth in 
the land of Judah, are very applicable to our nations— 
A wonderful and horrible thing is committed in the 
land. The prophets propheſy falſly, and the prieſts bear 
rule by their means, and my people love to have it fo ; 
but what will they do in the end thereof? (Jer. v. 30.) 
People are very willing to hire ſome fmooth-tongued 
miniſter, that they may truſt their ſouls with from one 
fabbath to another; and all the week they can go on in 
their fins ; beſides the miniſter will take care he 
does not terrify their conſciences, nor deter them 
from im ; they are ſuch as heal the wound lightly, 
crying peace, peace, when there is no peace. (Jer. vi. 
14.) and, as a worthy author obſerves, they are fitly li- 
kened to unſkilful quacks, which will heal the wound at 
top, but never probe it to the bottom to make a perfect 
cure; therefore it generally breaks forth more deadly and 
infectious than before. Indeed this a vroper 40 l i- 
ficant alluſion ; for as the unſkilful quack heals the 
wound of the body ſlightly, ſo does the unſkilful preach- 
er the wounded foul. are like unto a perſon that 
only gathers off ſome few branches from an evi} or cor- 
rupt tree in order to deſtroy it, but yet lets the main 
body of the tree remain ſtanding, fo that it is ſtill liable 
to bear again; when the only way is to lay the ax at 
the root—they can preach up this, that, and the other 
good work as previous to man's juſtification—they put 
their own righteouſneſs (which the Lord hath declared 
ſhall not profit them, and which the prophets count as 
filthy rags, Iſa. Ivii. 12. Ixiv. 6.) in the room of a Sa- 
viour — they do not preſs them throughly to true re- 

i pentance, 


pentance, but ſome little amendment of life—ſo they 
patch the old garment with new, and make the rent 
worſe than it was before. If they would, like a ſxcilſul 
8 an, heal the wound at — they would firſt 
them the deceitfulneſs of their hearts, and that it 
is deſperately wo above —— would ex- 
hort them'to'caft out evi they pretended 
to be inveſted WA any goat) knowing that *if the eye 
be only evil, the whole body is full of darkneſs,” and 
that © ye. cannot ſerve God and mammon, &.“ (Matt. 
vi. 23, 24.) In a word, then let us conſider, are 
theſe falſe prophets ? Why, if we are determined by 
ſcripture, it muſt be ſuch miniſters as cry, peace, peace, 
when there is no peace, &c. (Jer. viii. 11. — it is ſuch 
as pray for the inſpiration of the Spirit, &c. and directiy 
after preach againſt it ; for certainly theſe cannot be the 
true prophets of the Lord, they ſay and forſay. 
1 it — _ 5 pretend to hold vich the —— and 
milies urch, when they preach ori- 
ginal fin, free grace, juſtification by faith, de ip. 
tion of the Spirit, &c. which are * chief articles of 
our chriſtian faith. Vea, they have the impudence to 
call us modern teachers, though we teach the old doc- 
trine and they the new. Alas! their imputation cannot 
de juſt, unleſs the chriſtian religion has, like old cloaths, 
been out of faſhion, and now it is new-modelled and 
recruited again. It is called a new doctrine; — 
this to be the caſe; for otherwiſe, the articles and homi- 
hes of the — and antient authors, cannot poſſibly 
teach new doctrine; and that the Methodiſts (as they 
| one hold with, is a truth they cannot 


0 any reaſonable man of an unprejudiced 

diſpoſition, muſt diſcern who are thoſe mockers St. Jude 
of, who ſhould walk after their own 

luſts. Theſe be they, (faith he, pointing out to them 
who ſeparate themſelves, ſenſual, having not the Spirit.” 
(Jude 18.) And do they not plainly prove this upon 
themſelves? for they even deny there is any ſuch | 
(Note the next words) (Bu Bur ye beloved, faith he, 

up yourſelves in your moſt _ raying in (or by 
the Holy Ghoſh, In the Holy G da 


[32] 
theſe Methodiſts, think ye? Surely, my friends, if we 
are determined by the ſcriptures, we ſhall find thoſe ve- 
ry people that deny the neceſſity of the new birth, &c. 
are the falſe prophets, antichriſts, modern teachers, &c. 
which they have the impudence to impute unto us; 
it wants nothing but a turnyover you finc. 

Again, if we take St, Paul's rules in examining 
them which have the rule over us, (that is, the mini- 
ſters) who have ſpoken unto us the word of God; whoſe 
faith follow, (that is, examine into) conſidering the end 
of their converſation. (Heb, xiii. 7, 8.) We muſt ſee that 
they always preach. +. Jeſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, 
to-day, and forever.“ This was the rule the apoſtle 
gave us; and by. this we was to determine the caſe, and 
clearly to know whether they were the miniſters of 
truth, or not; to the end that we might not be carried 
away by ſtrange doctrines.“ (ver. 9.) Alas! then for 
ſuch as deny this grand point of doctrine, and would 
ſain confine it to the primitive ages; ſurely theſe do not 
preach J eſus Chriſt the ſame yeſterday, to- day, and 
ſorever. Nay, it is too fitly applied to them what St. 
Jude aſſerts, they are ſenſual, having not the Spirit 
themſelves, therefore they cannot (as another apoſtle 
obſerves) know the things of God. 1 I 
Now a word to the antichriſts; which appellation 
they alſo impute unto us. mide to 4 
Now again, if we are ruled by the apoſtles, we may 
ſoon diſcern who theſe are likewiſe. ; Antichriſt ſigni- 
fieth an adverſary or oppoſer to Chriſt; and what can 
be more ſo than ſuch as preach up good works, and 
put them in the place of a Saviour, viz, that we are to 
be ſaved by them] Directly oppoſite are the apoſtles to 
this { for after the kindneſs and love of God our Sa- 
viour toward man appeared, (ſays the apoſtle), it was 
not by the works of righteonſneſs which we haye done, 
but according to his mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing 
6f regeneration and renewing of the Hol Ghoſt ; which 
be. ſhed. on us abundantly, through — Chriſt our 
Saviour, (Tit. iii. 4, 5, 6+ Eph. ii. 8.) But to have 
more immediate recourſe to the word antichriſt in ſcriꝑ- 
ture, We find by St. John, Every ſpirit that confeſleth 
not that Jeſus Chriſt is come in the fleſh, is not of 
"INS 
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God. And this is that ſpirit of antichriſt, whereof you 
have heard that it ſhould come, and even now already 
is it in the world. (1 John iv. 3, 4. 2 John 7.) But 
I remember I once put forth this ſcripture to à perſon; 

and-he'replied, Who is there that doth not believe that 
Chriſt is come in the fleſh? I ſuppoſe he meant his com- 
ing into the world in the nature of man. This he 
thought a ſafe turn; but the next words immediately 
ſtopt his mouth, (as it will all our adverſaries); for, 
ſays the apoſtle, ye are of God little children, and have 
overcome them; becauſe greater is he that is in you, 
than he that is in the world: So that you ſind you can- 
not get ſhort of this confeſſion, that Ghrift dwelleth in 
your fleſh by his Spirit; and if fo, greater is he that is in 
you, than the ſpirit of antichrift that is in the 
part of the world. We need not © marvel then, ſays the 
apoſtle, if the world hate us; but + we know that God 
abideth in us, by the ſpirit which he hath given us.” 
(John iii. 13, 24.) And: © hereby know we that we 
dwell in him, and he in us, becauſe he hath given us 
of his Spirit. (ch. iv. 13.) | 
This you find is the only evidence the apoſtles had of 
their being in favour with God. And the apoſtle Paul 
makes this as a rule and demonſtration to the Corin- 
thians; and by this they were to examine their faith. 
© Know ye: not, ſaith he, how that Jeſus Chriſt dwel- 
leth in you, except ye are reprobates? (2 Cor. xiii. 5.) 
(that is, concerning the faith of Chriſt). And certain- 
ly this is the only way for people to examine themſelves 
to this day, for · Jeſus Chriſt is the ſame yeſterday, to- 
day, and forever.” 11 9 > # 
We read, when St. Paul was about to depart from 
a certain place, he exhorted the miniſters to © take heed 
to themſelves and their flock, over which, ſaith he, the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made you. overſeers, &c.“ (ſee Heb, 
iii. 8. Acts xx. 28.) We never hear of any that were 
made-overſeers or teachers, unleſs they were baptized 
with the Holy Ghoſt; nay; nor yet made chriſtians. - 
f In the next words St. Paul tells them, _ knew that 
after his departing, grievous wolves would enter in, 
ſparing not the ock, Ne. St. Paul well knew (as he 


again writes to Timothy) that the time would alſo 
right E come 


[34] 
come' that the people would: heap to themſclves teach- | 
ers, having enticing ears, turning away their ears from 
the trutb. Surely this is daily fulfilled in our ears. The 
miniſters indeed keep to the ſame building; but both 
they, and the general part of their flock, are ſepatated 
from their old chriſtian principles, and are now repug- 
nant and oppoſite to the articles of their on church 
and enough indeed to make them, to ſee that theie en- 
thuſiaſts ſhould claim and adhere to them as their own. 
Alas, it is enough to make one, like the prophet, put 
an ironical joke upon them, that may leave ſome im 
pꝛeſſion behind it; for certainly theſe do now follow af- 
ter Baal, the idol of their hearts. And we with 
the fame propriety, leave ſome ſhameful joke upon them, 
like the prophet when he told Ifrael to cry aloud. 

But to be brief, I ſhall inſtance in ſome few exam- 
ples of ſcripture, in order more ſtrongly to confirm this 
point of doctrine, and fo concludlee. 

Furſt, we find, according to the acts of the apoftles, 
and the manner in which people were firſt admitted into 
the chriſtian religion, was by no other means than by 
being baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, Chriſt's baptiſm, 
(Matt. wi. 11.) And indeed it is unreaſonable to think 
of ever being made chriſtians by any other inſtitution. 

We find, when Peter preached to Cornelius, the Ho— 
ly Ghoſt fell on all them that heard the word. (Acts x. 
44.) After that he rehearſes the matter to the Jews : 
Sceing this, ſaith he, © then remembered I the word of 
the Lord, how that he ſaid, John indeed baptized with 
water, but ye ſhall be baptized with the Holy Ghoſt.” 
(Acts xi. 15, 16. Matt. iii. 11.) a 

ITbeſe words ſeem to imply, that St. Peter himſelf was 
ignorant of the Holy Ghoſt being given to the Gentiles 
tull he ſaw this. And what is more amazing ſtill, many 
people will not believe, that ordinary os common chri- 
ſtians are to receive this yet, though they cannot find 
one chriſtian void of it! 7 indeed we tive in 2 
happy nation, if the name of a chriſtian were eſſential 
to talvationz but I fear this will not avail us. 

Again, we find St. Peter declaring to the apoſtles and 

elders, that the Gentiles by his mouth ſhould hear the 
goſpel, and believe; (and note, this was the witneſs and 
| . teſtimony 


8 
(%) 

teſtimony of their believing) God, which ktisweth the 
hearts, faith he, bear chech witneſs, giving them the 
Holy Ghoſt, even as he did unto us; afſd hath put hb 
difference between them and us, (that is to fay, in) pu- 
2 1 te hearts by faith. (Acts v. 8. 
In a word then, you find the whole body of chrf- 
ſtians were all baptized with the Holy Ghoſt. Yea God 
put no difference between them and the apoſtſes you 
find, in tegard to purifying their hearts by faith. There 
are diverſities of gifts it is true, (1 Cor. xii. 4.) and it 
is probable every one of theſe had not the gift of work. 
ing miracles to be ſeen of men, but they all had this in- 
ſepatable gift of faith, which, the apoſtſe tells us, 
alone zvaileth before God, namely, that fanh which 
worketh by love. Yea, St. Peter's words Imply the 
ſame thing; for when he faith, © God hath put no dif- 
1 between them and 2 he is 3 to t 
is, namely, © purifying their hearts by faith.“ Hut, 
ſays the ber Fs have this js of the Holy 
Spirit, why do ye not work miracles as did the apoſtles? 
and then, 21 we will believe you. In truth I 
may ficly apply the words of our Saviour to them: 
© 'T his is a wicked and adulterous generation, ſeeking a 
fign, but no ſign ſhall be given them but the ſign of the 
prophet Jonas.” (ſee Jonas i.) As he, through his 
preaching, was the occaſion of the Ninevites* repen- 
tance, ſo let it be now alſo unto this people, or look 
not for any other ſign; for I tell you, , faith Chrift, 
there ſhall be no ſign given you. Remember, if the 
= only be evil, the whole body is full of darkneſs. 
erefore, if you would ſee the 15 of the goſpel, you 

muſt not allow yourfelves a ſingle ſin. 
But friends, — you make this objection, I muſt tell 
, theſe miracles, in a ſpititual manner, ate now dai- 
y fulfilled in our preſent age. How often do we find 
Chriſt caſting out evil ſpirits unto this day ! yea, whilft 
the minifters of Chriſt are preaching, the evil fpirits of- 
ten cry out, like them of old. But alas! it ſerves. fot 
the wotld to fcoff at now, even as it did then, There- 
fore, as it was in the beginning is mw, and ever ſhall be, 
c. Remetnber it is man is altered, and not God; for 
he is unchangeable, (% Jer. xvili. 6-16.) yeſtetday, 
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to-day, and the ſame forever. This is the Lord's de- 
crees: If ye turn unto me, faith the Almighty, I will 
turn unto you.“ But alas! the people make the ſame 
plea now as they did in former ages; they ſay, © where- 
in ſhall they turn? (Mal. iii. 7.) It is evident there are 
too many of theſe ſort of phariſaical perſons yet living, 
that will ſay they fee, and therefore their fin remains. 
(See John ix. 39-—41.) 8 

But to be ſhort, if ever we get to heaven, we muſt, 
like the Corinthians, be waſhed, juſtified, and ſancti- 
fied, in the name of the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of 
our God ; (1 Cor. vi. 11.) for certainly we have the 
ſame road to heaven, though they were of another na- 
tion. * Now we, ſays the apoſtle, have not received 
the ſpirit of the world, but the Spirit of God; that we 
might know the things that are freely given to us of 
God.“ (ch. ii. 12.) He that believeth on the Son of 
God, faith St. John, hath the witneſs in himſelf, &c.” 
(1 John v. 10.) Now you know a witneſs is an evi- 
dence to the truth. And in the foregoing verſes faith 
he, © If we receive the witneſs of men, the witneſs of 
God is greater ;* (ver. 9.) and it is © the Spirit that 
beareth witneſs, becauſe the Spirit is truth.” (ver. 6.) 
Yea, look in what part of the ſcripture you will, you 
will find this renovation, new birth, or baptiſm, is the 
ar icle of concluſion ; and by this means ye are to judge 
and examine yourſelves whether ye be in the faith, or 
whether ye are of God, &c. (2 Cor. xiii. 5. 1 John iv. 
3, 4.) And you ſee this is not a dialectical concluſion, 
but determinate and poſitive. And thus the apoſtle 
counteth it: for, ſaith he, theſe things have I written, 
that ye may know ye have eternal life.” (ch. v. 13.) 
Know! ſays the unbeliever, there is no man can know. 
But you find the apoſtle was not of their opinion, but 
- true chriſtian is; for he knoweth that he is of 
God, by the Spirif which he hath given him.” (ch. iii. 
24. iv. 13.) This is © hope which maketh not aſha- 
med, ſays the apoſtle, becauſe the love of God is ſhed 
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghoſt, which is given 
us. (Rom. v. 5.) Thus is every Chriſtian ſealed with 
the Holy Spirit of promiſe. It is by this ye are ſealed 
unto the day of redemption, (See Eph. i. 13. iv. 30.) 

Again, 


Again, He hath ſealed us, and given us the earneſt of 
his Spirit in our hearts.” (2 Cor, i. 22.) Now what 
think ye is meant by the ſealing of the Spirit? Wh 
you know the only way to make a thing ſecure and ſa 
lin any legal affair) is to have it ſealed; thus it is with 
chriſtians—they are, by being born again of the Holy 
Spirit, enabled to live a holy Ife, and an infallible ſeal 
given them. And though he letter of the law killeth, - 
yet the Spirit giveth life: So that he which is ſealed by 
this Spirit of promiſe, is made free from the law of ſin 
and death, and a partaker of the promiſes; (Rom. viii. 
2.) and this is the promiſe which he hath given: us, 
even life eternal. (See John iii. 14, 15, 16, - vi. 47. 
xi. 26.) Therefore are we ſure of ſalvation; not by 
what we can do, but by what the Lord hath done for 
us; knowing this time of refreſhing cometh not till the 
Lord hath pardoned our fins through Chriſt : and there- 
fore it is St, Peter intimates, * If they would repent and 
be converted, their fins ſhould be blotted out, when this 
time of refreſhing come from 'the. preſence of the Lord.” 
Acts lit. 19.) Thus it is Jeſus Chriſt is ſent unto us. 
t is through him we have acceſs by one Spirit. (Eph. 
li. 18.) And © if the Spirit of him that raiſed up Jeſus 
dwell in you, then he that raiſed up Chriſt from the 
dead ſhall alſo quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit 
that dwelleth in you.“ (Rom. viii. 9, 10, 11.) At this 
place the apoſtle determines the caſe at once; firſt, 
ſhewing it is impoſſible to live as is pleaſing to the 
Lord, except we have the Spirit of God; and that 
without, we are none of his, but in enmity againſt him. 
(ſee ver. 7, 8, %) But on the other hand; if we have 
this ſeal of the Lord's, we ſhall be raiſed unto life by 
this Spirit which he hath given us. (ver. 11.) Again, 
$ If ye are led by the Spirit, ye are not under the law.” 
(Gal. v. 14, 18.) Here is another freedom. And 
again, Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liber- 
ty ;* (2 Cor. iii. 17.) becauſe * Chriſt is the end of the 
law for righteouſneſs to every one that believeth. 
Therefore * there is no condemnation (no none at all) 
Ac which are in Chriſt Jeſus.” (Rom. viii. 1.) 
Why, fays ſome, this is all ſcripture, and it muſt be 
true: but, ſay they, you ſeem to be too ſure and poſi- 
| dive. 
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tive. Too ſure, T aſk, of what? that the promiſes of 
God are true! We acknowledge this, that it is © by 
| we are ſaved through faith; and that not of our- 

lves, it is the gift of God.” (Eph. ii. 8.) And we 
know the gift of God is eternal life to every one that 
believeth. (John iii. 14, 15.) For this very purpoſe 
was Chriſt ſent into the world; and certainly the Lord 
will not be fruſtrated of his intentions, if people are 
but deſirous to partake of his bleffing. | 
But to conchude this ſubject. St. John tells us, 
© Wholſoever is born of God, doth' not commit fin ; 
for his ſeed remains in him, and he carmot fin becaufe 
he is born of God.“ (1 John iii. 9.) And again, We 
know that whoſoever 1s born of God, finneth not; but 
he that is begotten of God, keepeth himſelf, and that 


wicked one toucheth him not.“ (ch. v. 18.) O then, 


fays our adverſaries, you are paſt ſinning now; do what 
you will! Alas, friend, what have I ſaid you thus ſcoff 
at? it is no more than ſcripture; therefore take heed 
you do not deſpiſe, for © he that deſpiſeth, defpiſeth not 
man but God, who hath alſo given unto us his Holy 
Spirit.” (1 Theft. iv. 8.) Now if you would underſtand 
this divine and ſubſtantial truth, pray unto God for wiſ- 


dem. (James i. 5.) You muſt underſtand, there is two 


denominations and ſignifications to the word fin; there 
is the ſin of the fleſh, and the fin of the fpirit; the ſin 
of infirmity and weakneſs, the fin of obſtinacy and wil- 
lingneſs ; the fin of the body, and the fin of the foul and 
ipirit. Now this latter is the fin againſt God, becauſe 
God is a ſpirit, and requireth truth in the inward parts. 
Now if we conſider God as a ſpirit (John iv. 24.) in 
reſpect to our worſhip, it is likewiſe reaſonable to conſi- 
der him as a fpirit in regard to other things; for cer- 
tainly he remains a ſpirit ſtill. Now they that worſhip God, 

u — muſt worſhip him in fpirit and in truth; for 
otherwiſe they do not worſhip him at all. And on the 
fame account he is ſet free from ſinning againſt God, 


| that is born of his Holy Spirit; and the reaſon is evident, 


becauſe the Holy Spirit abhors all fin, and will enga 
man to love God, and fear him; ſo that ſuch cannot Fa 
in ſpirit, becauſe their feed remaineth in them. There- 
fore as St. Paul fays, If I do that which I would _=— 
| Oz 
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— Lhe do but 
me.” (Rom. vil.) And certain it 
ſwer every one that js 2 that is 
Spirit, as he did his ſervant Paul f “M 
perfect in weakneſs,” (a Cor. 
impoſſible any man in the — us: 
Lord ſuffers a meſſenger of Satan frequently to | 
us, for our'own ad; dif 
his grace will be ſufficient for us: Deing conn of thi 
very — that he which hath beg d work in 
us, will perform it unto the day of . (Phil, 
t 6.) 1 oy. that T e n 0 that 
raiſed up Jeſus from the dead, dwell in us; he that raĩſ- 
6d up Chriſt ball alſo quicken our mortal bog. by his 
Spirit that dwellech in us. (Rom. viii. 11.) But t on the 
other hand, If any man hath not the Spirit of Chriſt, he 
| nd <.Verily,. yerily, I ſay unto thee, 
fangs >: ane an; (Pn) E 
Nen of Go. (Joba i. 3 | 
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DISCOURSE II 
Da Se. „ 


N order to anſwer this ——— 1 

ſhall again firſt make ſome few remarks upon it, and 
fo conelude this head, cots 6 Ac ay own- ſentiments 
and the word of Gd. 

n 42, a) make theſe-con« 
clufions ; « We may juſtly conclude from the 
* e „ &c. tha th will ſhut none out of 
a — kingdom of heaven, but ſuch, and ſuch only, as 
« are unqualified for pardon, &c.” - Alas for you and I, 
if we ean never enter into life till we have qualified our- 
ſelves for heaven, we ſhall ſtand but a dreadſul chance at 
N The a s could not be thus qualified fot 


heaven; for, as St. Paul wrote to Titus, it is not by the 
' works 
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works of righteouſneſs which we have done, but accord- 
ing to his mercy he ſaved them, by the waſhing of regene- 
ration; and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt.” (Tit. iii. 5. 
Jo find the apoſtle had need of this new birth, this ſu- 
pernatural grate of God; for it is by this ye are ſaved, 
through faith; and that not of yourſelves, it is the gift of 

God. (Eph. it 8.) 8 n eee 343.4 
But I think I need not much trouble myſelf to ſhew 
your weakneſs, ſeeing you yourſelf hath ſufficiently diſ- 
covered it; and indeed this is not my deſign, any farther 
than relates td the public good: 
-- Certainly, if the Lord deals with you according to your 
own propoſal, you have here ſhut yourſelf out of the king- 
dom of heaven. And again, in the next quotation, you 
ſay, „Thoſe that obey unrighteouſneſs, indignation and 
* wrath,” tribulation and anguiſh, upon every ſoul that 
e doth evil.” Sir, I believe it. But [ would aſk you, 
how you get free? If ever you have done evil, you bring 
all theſe curſes upon yourſelf. Alas for you, if you are 
rewarded according to your words or works; and certain- 
Iy this will be your caſe, except you repent and belſeve 
the goſpel ; for by thy words ſhalt thou be judged, &c. 
Again, you proceed thus: They that have done evil to 
«* the reſurrection of damnation.” Alas! you have curſed 
and damned yourſelf, and ſhut yourſelf out of the © (I 
of heaven; all at this very place. And God grant, I ſay, 
that it may not be according to your words; but that the 
Lord may be pleaſed to open your eyes, and ſhow you the 
truth as it is in Jeſus! 

Again, I obferve you make this concluſion at the 
end of your book : That Chriſt's merits, &c. are avail- 
able only fo far as we imitate it, according to our ca- 
4 pacities.” Methinks I ſhould be glad to know your 
meaning. Certainly you have left your reader in great 
ſuſpence concerning his taſk; and he will never be able 
to underſtand when he has done enough to be qualified 
for heaven, as you boaſt of. It is in vain then to work 
for ſuch taſk-maſters, as ſets no bounds to our labour. 
From the whole of your book then I muſt draw this ſi- 
milar alluſion: It is like ſending a man blindfold out in the 
broad world to find a loſt jewel, without telling him what 
part of the nation to ſeek aſter it. This is next an im- 

poffibi- 


| (- 41, ] 
poſſibility : but to ſtrive to walk to heaven the road you, 
have chalked outs, is peta” Zin and altogether im? 


poſlible ; for, the whole ſcope of your doctrine tends to no 
other purpoſe, than to lead us to the law far juſtification. 
And this is the promiſe that remains: As many as are of 
the works of the law, are under ; for it was al- 
ſo. written of old, Curſed is every one that continueth 
not in all things that are written in the book of the law to 
doe ae eee 
I have obſerved (page 45.) you have had the misfor- 
tune to collect that from other authors, which ſerves to 
confute all the reſt of your doctrine: and I intend to uſe 
theſe ſcriptures myſelf; they do not belong to the prece · 
dent part of your bo. 3 
Therefore I proceed to the doctrinal part of my diſ- 
courſe; firſt, by anſwering the objections which generally 
ariſe againſt the doctrine of juſtification by faith; and then 
conclude with my own ſentiments on the nature of re- 
GUIDE oa ro EE 3 
Firſt, we are told, as you obſerve, that the doets of 
« the law are juſtified; and that . faith without Works 
ce is dead, &.“ (ſee Rom. ii. 13. James ii. /, 26.) 
ow, in order to anſwer the firſt quotation, I muſt have 
you look to the context or verſe foregoing ; and if you 
can clear yourſelves from 'periſhing by the law, I have 
done with this doctrine, We are here told, that © as ma- 
ny as have ſinned without law, ſhall alſo periſh without 
law; and as many as have finned in the law, ſhall be 
judged by the law: fo that whether you pretend to be 
freed by the law, if eyer you have ſinned, you are never- 
theleſs under the condemnatior of this law; fot not the 
hearers of the law, but the doers (alone) are jtſtified. 
Now I hope none will preſume to ſay, they have ever 
kept the law wholly and undefiled ; and if they have ſin- 
ned, I bring,them back to the forecited verſe (ver. 12.) to 
determing the caſe themſelves. But perhaps ſome will ob- 
ject and ſay, the apoſtle, in the following verſes, ſpeaks 
of the Gentiles doing the things contained in the, law, 
&c. - I anſwer, this was not in an external-or outward 
form, but by an internal principle of grace, wrought in 
the foul by te bei of God; which is evident according 
to the apeſtle's own words: Bos ſhew, ſaith he, on 
ö | * . ee 
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1 a | 
work of the law written in their hearts.” (ver. 15.) And 
by this means he intimates; they were freed from the Jaw 
of fin and death; and, as he obſerves in another place, 
<the letter killeth, but the Spitit giveth life.” (2 Cor. iii.) 
Yea the letter of the law muſt firſt kill, before the Spirit 

iveth life; for the law entered that the offence might 
8 155 ; and that it might become our ſchool - maſter to 
ſcourge us home tb Chriſt, that we might be juſtified by 
faith. And certain it is, God will not be fruſtrated of his 
deſigns; and therefore it is Chriſt alſo pointeth out the 
law more ſtrict than Moſes, in order to bring us to re- 
pentance. And indeed it is proper every one ſhould know 
the difficulty in performing ot fulfilling the law, that they 
might be more thankful to Chriſt who fulfilled it for us; 
and hath redeemed us from the curſe and condemnation 
of it. Chriſt, like a wiſe phyſitian, has a remedy for eve- 
ry diſeaſe: but man is like an impatient ſcholar, he wants 
to learn all at once; but Chriſt, like a wife maſter, he 
firſt points out an introduction, that may ever be of fer- 
vice to guide him in the way of truth. By the law is the 
knowledge of ſin, and by this are we brought to humili- 
ty and repentance ; and this is a leading principle to the 
kingdom of Gd. 1 
But to be brief; upon the words of St. James, I think, 
he is ſo far from ſpeaking of juſtification by the law, he 
tells us, and plain as St. Paul, we are all condemned by 
it. For he that keepeth the whole law, yet offends in 
one point, ſaith he, is guilty of all.” (James ii. 10.) 
Alas, then who are they that are freed from the condem- 
nation of it? Who will preſume to ſay, he has not of- 
tended ? and if he has ſinned, as St. Paul ſays in the fore- 
cited verſe, either with or without the law, he is under 
the condemnation of the law; yea, he that offends in 
_ one point, is guilty of all.” Alas! theſe are almoſt the 
worſt parts of ſcripture our oppoſers can handle. =p 
But to be ſhort in anſwering this objeRion. Indeed St. 
James tells us, Faith, if it hath not works, is dead, be- 
ing alone; ¶ James ii. 17.) and very evident it is alſo from 
St. Paul, But certain it is, they which have that faith 
which worketh by love, (Gal. v. 6.) will love to work, 
he aforeſaid) otherwiſe it is not that living faith; neither. 
doth any other avail before God. Faith is a prolific graces 
An 


£43] 

and if truly ſincere, it ever is productive of good works: 
nay, it is only the want of this Which make men fo defi- 
cient in their good deeds. You find ef 'Famey's own 
words, that he meant, all other faith beſides that which 
did produce good works, was dead and lifeleſs; and there- 
fore coop 10t be a living faith, nor any Oe available 
before 5 This is evident by his allegation in Abra- 
ham, Rahab, &c. whoſe faith you ſee wrought with their 
works, (James ii.) and by their works was their faith 
made perfect, i. e. to be ſeen of men, to the gipry of 
God, * Yea, a man may ſay, faith he, thou half faith, 
and I have works.“ Vea, it Is true; a man may ſay any 
thing that is as unreaſonable as this; but let Him know, 
his ſaying he hath faith, will not ayail before him who is 
the ſearcher of the hearts; yea, even fo much the words 
of St. James imply. But, faith he, ſhe me thy faith 
without thy works; (that is, if thou canſt) but, faith he, 

I will ſhew you my faith by my works,” (ver. 18.) 
But J hope I have already anſwered this objection, and 
therefore I now proceed to ſhew how we are juſtified by 
faith; and in order to this, I ſhall chiefly inſiſt upon 

ſcripture demonſtrations and examples. 
irlt, we find, when Zaccheus the publican was cal- 
led of Chriſt, he was immediately in care, how to make 
reſtitution unto all men; and certainly it was the effica- 
cy and power of faith did this. Thus was it with faith- 
ful Lydia; having heard the ſound of the goſpel, ſhe ſo 
Pr ao in the 4 Palit ſhe even conſtrained the apo- 
es to ſtay at her houſe. And thus was it with the jai- 
lor, after making an attempt to kill himſelf, (being ama- 
zed at his precepitate folly and raſhneſs) he immediately 
cries out to Paul and Silas, and enquires what he ſhould 
do to be faved. (Acts xvi. 27—31.) But the apoſtle's an- 
ſwer was not like our 55155 N * this, that, 
and the other work, to procure thyſelf a pardon; 
nay but this I anſwer, dgeliere on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thine houſe.” Yea 
it is in vain to make mention af articular inſtances, for 
we find the efficacy of faith was ſuch that multitudes ſold 
what they had, and made diftributian as every man 
had need. (Acts iv. 32.) And here is the direct charac- 
ter of all chriſtians, * they wes of one heart and one 1 — 
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3 1 | 
debe e things of conſegyence) they ſo mutually agreed 
together; they were all brought to be of an humble, 
meek,. and lowly heart; neither ſaid any of them, that 
ought of the things he poſſeſſed was his own; nay, but 
they bad all things in common—they no longer laid 
claim to any merit of their own, but willingly, aſcribed 
all, glory and power unto, the Lord, Rom Wm they 
wete. inwardly ſenſible they received all their bleſſings ; 
and if people. would be chriſtians now, they muſt be 


ei the ſame garment of humility, and faith- 


N 


Thus you find all theſe had that faith which worketh 
by love, which faith alone availeth before God. This 
was one of thoſe grand points of doctrinę our Lord deli- 
vered unto Nicodemus, viz, that he was come to offer 
himſelf as free unto us, to pardon and make atonement 
for our ſins, and to heal our wounded ſouls, as the bra- 
ſen ſerpent was offered unto the children of Iſrael, to heal 
their bodily wounds. (Num. xxi.) Yea, this was then 
a type of the Meſſiah, of which Chriſt is now the anti- 
type or fulfiller: For, faith he, as Moſes lifted up the 
ſerpent in the wilderneſs, even ſo muſt the ſon of man be 
lifted up, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould not pe- 
riſh, but have eternal life; (and this he aſſigns as the rea- 
ſon:) For God ſo loved the world, that he gave his on- 
ly begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth in him ſhould 
not periſh, but have everlaſting life.” (John iii. 14, 15, 
16.) Again, © He that believeth on the Son, hath ever- 
Jaſting life.“ (ver. 36.) Again he repeats the ſame, © Ve- 
rily, tay unto ye, he that believeth on me, hath ever- 
laſting lite.” (chap. vi. 47.) Again, Whoſoever liveth 
and believeth on me, than never die;“ (chap. xi. 26.) 
that is, his ſoul ſhall not taſte of death. Again, © Veri- 
ly, verily, I ſay unto ye, he that heareth my words, and 
believeth on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting life, and 
{hall not come into condemnation, but is; paſſed from 

death unto life. PP 
What will our adverſaries ſay to all this? Shall we 
conclude after all this, that we are not juſtified by faith ? 
Shall we think Chriſt is ſuch an equivocator and diſſem- 
bler with his people, to give us ſo many ſuch deliberate 
a promiſes of everlaſting lite for believing, when he means 
| = 


* 
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no ſuch thing? What will you imagine from all this ? 
Surely you muſt needs think that if works be required, 
Chriſt knew beforehand that faith would produce them; 
or you muſt think Chriſt very indiſcreet and forgetful to 

ive the promiſe ſo often for Believie „if he means ſtill 
we ſhall firſt be doing! But however, be the caſe how it 
will, we have à good plea with Chtiſt if we Believe; for 
we may ſafely ſay we did what he commanded, and he 
hath promiſed life upon theſe very terms; and if it Was is 
forgetfulneſs all this time we cannot help that, he'ſh&Id 
have taken more care what he ſaid. Therefore let us take 
the kingdom of heaven by violence, as we are required. 
(Matt. xi. 12.) The Lord is not angry with our impor- 
tunity, or eager preſſing him for bleſhng. Beſide, if we 
were to be ſet to work by a maſter, and he forgot half 
the work he intended we ſhould do for ti money he bid 
us, we might nevertheleſs rightfully call it our due What 
he had promiſed; for it would be hard for we to ſuffer 
through his miſtake, when we had done what he com- 
manded, You know a prudent maſter would not deal 


thus with his ſervant. 


Alas, then how infamous a character will our adver- 
ſaries give Chriſt! The poor Jeus may (if this be the 
caſe) make a good plea with Chriſt if — had believed; 

for when they came and aſked him, What they ſhould 
do to work the works of God?” (it is reaſonable to think 
he ſhould tell them the whole truth or nothing at all) 
but I hear of no other command he gave them fave this, 
and this was his anſwer: This is the work of God, to 
believe whom he hath ſent.“ (John vi. 29.) Surely then 
our adverſaries muſt be in the wrong; Chriſt could never 
deſerve this character they give him. O be perſuaded to 
think better of Chriſt. Icannot believe him to be ſuch a 
mocker of his people. Pray ye therefore, peradventure 


the thoughts of your hearts may be forgiven you. 
This is the concluſion Chriſt and his apoſtles make: 


He that believeth not the Son, ſhall not ſee life; but 

the wrath of God abideth on him.” (John iii. 30 And 
again, He that believeth not, (hall be damned.” (Mark 
xvi. 16.) Alas, I dare not eaſe it for you. He that be- 
lieveth not God hath made him a liar, becauſe he believ- 
eth not the record that God gave of his Son.“ (1 John v. 
10.) Now 
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Now let us conſider, and ſee how Chriſt deals 
with them that are willing to receive his teftimpny and 
promiſe; let us ſee haw graciouſly he recommends their 
What faith he to the woman of Canaan? O woman, 
faith he, great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou 
wilt.“ (Matt, v. 28.) What ſaith he concerning the cen- 
turion? Verily I ſay unto. ye, I have not found ſo great 
a faith, no not in Iſrael. Many ſhall come from the eaſt, 
and from the weft, and ſhall fit down with Abraham, I- 
faac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven.“ (ch. viij. 
10, 11.) What faith he; to Jarius the ruler, when he 
cams, to intreat him to cure his daughter, and though 
news was, brought that ſhe was dead? Yet faith he, 
Fear not, believe only, and ſhe ſhall be made whole,” 
(Luke viii, $29 What faith he to the two blind men? 
© According, to your faith be it unto you.“ (ch. ix. 29.) 


Again, to the ſinner that anginted his feet? Woman, 


thy faith has ſaved thee; go in peace.“ (ch. vii. 50.) 
Again, to the woman that had an iſſue of blood, and 
came and privately touched his garment? 5 Daughter, 
faith he, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee 
whole, go in peace,” (ch. viii. 48.) Again, to the ſick 


of the palſy, when he ſaw their faith? He faid unto 
him, Son, thy fans be forgiven thee.” (Mark ii. 5.) 


Again, to the poor man that came to intreat him for his 
fon? © Jeſus ſaith unto him, If thou canſt believe, all 
things are poſſible to him that believeth. And ſtraight- 
way the father of the child cried aut and faid with tears, 
Lord, I do believe; help thou mine unbelief?* (ch, ix. 
2.3424.) Alas, poor foul, he then found the difficulty 


of believing, and therefore. it cauſed the tears to fow 


from his eyes. But though his faith was ſa.weak al 


feeble, yet you find his petition nevertheleſs wag granted. 


Chriſt ever hath too great compaſſion towards his crea- 


tures, to turn them away empty, if they come with ſin- 


cerity of heart; nay if our faith be as a grain of muſtard- 
ſeed, it is ſufñcient to conduct us to the kingdom of 


heaven. And if we believe St. John, As many as re- 


ceived him, to them gave he power to become the ſons of 


h —_— to all them that believe on his name.” (John 
I. Ja. oo | 


Come 
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Come forth then, ye advetfariesz my life for 
ate not able to gainfay nor reſiſt this deine x ona — 
Have greater need to reoice in believing than thoſe hap- 
py fouls I have ſo been treating of; for what ſays 
our bleſſed Lord unto. Thomas? < Becauſe thou haſt ſeen 
me, "faith he, thou haſt believed; bleſſed ate thoſe that 
have not ſeen, and yet have believed.” (John xx. 29.) 
Theſe things are written, faith the evangeliſt, that ye 
might believe that Jeſus is the Chriſt, the ſon of God ʒ 
and that (by) believing ye might have life through his 
name. (ver. 31.) Therefore ſays the apoſtle, + To him 
that worketh not, but beheveth on him that juſtifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for rightebuſneſs. (Rom. 
iv. 5. The apoſtle intimates that David was not igno- 
rant of this imputed righteouſnefs (which is made ſo 
much 1coft at) when he ſays, © Blefled are they whoſe 
iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe ſins are covered. (PL 
XXXii. .) The apoſtle did not defire them to believe his 
dare word, but he refers them to the antient feriptures 
for a determination in this ſo grand a truth. But alas, we 
find the authority both of prophets and apoſtles is not ſuf- 
cient to convince the unbelieving. See the promiſes of 
old. The Lord redeemeth the ſoul of his ſervant, and 
none that truſteth in him ſhall be deſolate.” {1fa. xlv. 28. 
xliii. 11.) Again, © I, even I am the Lord, and beſides 
me there. is no Saviour. (Hol. xiii, 4.) Again, the Lord 
fpeaking of the perſon of Chriſt, ſaith, I the Lord have 
called thee: in righteouſneſs, and wil) hold thine hand, 
and keep thee, and give thee for a covenant to the poo- 
ple.” (Ita. xlii. 6.) Again, By his knowledge ſhall my 
righteous ſervant juſtify many, (and how?) becauſe he 
ſhall bear their iniquity ; and becauſe he hath poured owt 
his ſoul unto death; and he was numbered with the tranſ- 
greſſors; he bare the fins of many, and maketh interceſſion 
tor the tranlgreſſors. (ch. liii. 11, 12.) Again, This is 
the heritage of the ſervants of the Loid, (yen and a bleſ- 
fed one indeed |) and their righteouſneſs is of me, faith 
the Lord.“ (ch. liv. 17.) Yea, © this is the name where- 
with he ſhall be called, (yea it is fit the name ſhould de- 
ſcribe the nature, for he is). THE LoR our RIGHTE» 
OUSNES8??. (Jer. xxiii. 16. xxiti, b.) In chat day, fays 
the prophet, futely ſhall one ſay, in the Lord 
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dience of one, by which many are made righteous; yea 
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name Jeſus; (for this reaſon) becauſe he ſhall ſave his 


5 [48] 
refteouſneſs.” (Ia. xlv. 24.) So you find, we that hald 
imputed righteouſneſs, do no more than fulfil the pro- 

et's prediction — Therefore we will yet: ſay, in the 

rd have we righteouſneſs. . Even to him, ſays the pro- 
phet, ſhall men come (come, for what? why) for righ- 
teouſneſs and ſtrength. Yea, happy are thoſe that: will 
ſubmit to this righteouſneſs of God | (See Rom. i. 17. 
itt; 21.) For all that are incenſed againſt him, ſhall be 
aſhamed; yea, brought to utter confuſion. But alas! 
where will our adverſaries then appear? Therefore, 
< Hearken, ye ſtout-hearted, that are far from righteouſ- 
neſs, (if you did but know it; but behold} I bring near 
my righteouſneſs.” (Iſa. xlvi. 12, 13.) This is a righ- 


teouſneſs that ſhall not be aboliſhed. (See Iſa. li. 4—9.) 


This is the righteouſneſs of God which is manifeſt, be- 
ing witneſſed by the law and the prophets; even the righ- 
teouſneſs of God, which is by faith in Jeſus Chriſt unto 
all, and upon all them that believe.“ (See Rom. iii. 
21—29.) 1.44 | 4 

Surely then, ſince this imputed righteouſneſs, or righ- 
teouſneſs of God, is witneſſed both by the law and the 
prophets; and not only ſo, but an inſpired apoſtle's opi- 
nion alſo to confirm it : ſurely then I ſay, we have no rea- 
fon to doubt of the truth and veracity of it. Surely theſe 
few texts muſt be ſufficient to make our oppoſers put their 
hands before their faces. As for me, O Lord, I will 
(with thy ſervant David) go in thy ftrength; I will make 
mention of thy righteouſneſs, even of thine only.“ (Pf. 
IEKxi. 16.) This is the everlaſting righteouſneſs the pro- 
phet Daniel ſpake of. (Dan. ix. 24.) This is the obe- 


even all that believe. (See Rom. v. 19.) And If any 
man be in Chriſt, he is a new creature: old things are 
paſſed away; behold, all things are become new, (that 
is, his righteouſneſs is no longer of himſelf, but he ſees) 
all. things are of God, who hath reconciled us unto him- 
felf by Jeſus Chriſt, and hath given unto. us the miniſtry 
of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in'Chriſt recon- 
<iling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their treſpaſ- 
Ks unto them; and hath given unto us the ward of recon- 
ciliation.“ (2 Cor. v. 16—21.) And thou ſhalt call his 


people 
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people from their ſins,” (Matt. i. 21.) 
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eons Deere ugly 1 nee Ul. 
i. I;. Therefore if we ſincerely and ſorrowfully * confeſs 
our fins, God! is faithful and juſt to forgive us our ſins 
bac to his wotd) and to dleanſe us from all um- 
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tedus, and free from fin; being bap-/ 
tized with His Holy Spirit. -< Herein is love, not that we 
loyed d tone are” enemies to rare do 


( 35.7 
that be loved us, pur ſent his ſon to be a propitiation for bar 
2 (ch. iv. 10. * And by kim are ye jaftifiec from ail 
Mr, from which ye could not be Fuſtified the law of 
* 2 xiii. 30.) no, for by that ſhall no fleſti be juſti- 
Bat ye are wafhed, juſtified, and ſanctißed, in the name 
of —— Jeſus, and by the Spirit af our God; (1 Cor, 
vi. 111) for if ye are led by the Spirit, ye me not under the 
law.“ (Gal. v. 18.) He gave himſelf &  qur, ins: * 8 
might deliyer us from this po reſent evil els, Ks. (Gal. 
And. ye are ne 1 im, Weh. is the head of al pr 
cipali and power. (Col, ii. 10. erefore being 22 | 
by faith, we have peace with 577 our rd d Jes | 
Grill. (Rom. v. 1.) Being EF: are- 
made heifs \ecording to dhe — erernal 12 «Tits eden 
„Knowing that a 5 is not j by the works of the law, 
but by faith in Jeſus Cheiſt, —— —— believed in Jeſus 
—_ that we might be juſtified by the faith of Chriſt, and 
not by the works of che lan > for by the works of the law ſtiall, 
no fleſh be juſtified? (Gali ii. 16) The law was args | 
maſter to bring us to Chriſt, - that we might be juſtified, 
faith,” (ch. iii. 24) Thus was Chriſt delivered for our of- 
fences, and was raiſed again for our juſtification.” (Rom. iv. 25. 
8 Chriſt. is. ome 15 no effect unto you, whoſoever of you from 
(ar think ig be) juſtified by the 4 (hay) ou are fallen frb 
grace. -For.we through the Spirit wait for the hope of ri gh. 
obſneſs by faith. For in Jeſus Chriſt, neither 9 
uncircumciſton availeth any chin ing, (nay, nor no ſuch! — 
forms) but faith which worketh by love.“ (Gal. v. 4.7 
And it is through the Spirit we receive this faith 3 and it fis 
through this faith we have the hope of eternal. life. * Now the 
juſt ſhall live by faith;? (Heb. x. 38. Hab. ii. 4.) and they 
which he of faith, are bleſſed with faithful Abraham. am 
not aſhamed, ſays the apoſtle, of the goſpel of Chriſt : for. itis 
the power of God unto ſalyation, to every one believeth, | 
mY this is the reaſon :) for therein is the righteou efs of God 
ele (n (nc man's righteouſneſs or good works'in order to 
fave him, but the righteouſneſs of God) from faith to faith: as 
it is, written, The j © ft ſhall live by faith.“ (Rom: i. 16, 17.) 
Yea, * Chriſt is the 4 of the la for righteouſneſs to every one 
tha We lieveth.? (Rom. x:74.) Believeth what? Why, this righ- 
teouſneſs of God, which is witneſſed both by the Jaw and the 
prophets: ſo that if thou ſhalt confeſt with, mouth the 
Lord Jeſua, and believe in thine heart, that God hath raiſed 
him from the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved. with the heart. 
way believeth unto rigbteguſneſs, and with, the mouth is con- 
feſli9n made unto ſalvation. (And the apoftle doth not leave us 
tL 


[5] = 
to rumingte on his word ny, but 2 wei brings antiemt autho- 
— 4 to confirm it:) For the ſeripture faith, Whoſdever believ- 
in hit; ſha walk not be aſhamed yer. 9, 10, 17) and there- 
fore ag we 18 confident, N che world's eye i 1 
ſumptuous. 8-34 2 hs © v4 , 
But alas! Where are our adverſaries 8 Where is che wiſe ? 
where is the ſeribe ? where is the diſputer of this world ?* 
(I Cor. i. 20. ſee If. Xxix. 14. xxxiii. 18.) I challenge y 
vl the words of Chriſt, (chat with all your artful fyHlogiſms 
5 4 8 74 8 you ate not able to gainſay nor refiſt 
ehis Luke xxi, 15.) Here is a covering from the 
Lord to hide you nikedne(y! but alas, thou ſayeſt, vain 
worldling! 54 „ am rich, and increaſed in goods; «nd 
krioweſt not that thou art wretched and miſerable, and poor, 
and blind, and naked,” (Rev. iii. 17.) Certainly our natiotts 
are in the. of the Laodiceans, or worſe': büt alas they 
wil not Believe they have need of this white raiment, (the 
righteouſheſs of Chriſt) to clothe them. (ver. 18.) Ny, b 
they will Hy, with the Phariſees of old, that "they 8 and 
therefore their fin remains.” (John ix. 41.) 610-7 


2, Such you cannot, Pag d Fong 
44 in e clo — 5 Nay, but we forth this diſagree- 
able news, 25 of old, that ye muſt — — 


periſh; 3.7 — the world; that the wetke thards thereof are 
wicked. ea, 2 John, we know that the whele world 
lieth in wickedneſs. can ye believe, which receive 
Honour one of another, * k not the honour Which come th 
of God only ? (Join v, 44.) How then can ye believe, hilt 
you boaſt p own wiſdom, learning, &c.? Certainly this 
is not rer all Honour, power, and glory, unto 
God, unto wh it is due; and therefore ye cannot expect 
that he fhould'bleſs you with * — for when he hath 
— ke hath given us the effing annexed to it, and 
is, eternal life. 

If you" aſk the moraliſt or Phariſee, whether he believes in 
Chriſt? Believe! yes, fays be. Nut aſk him another queſtion, 
will be fire to earch him in a lie; for aſk him, if he is ſure 

of eternal life, he cannot ſay it, though Chriſt hath ſo poſitive- 
1 promiſed it to all, or whoſoever believeth. 
rely it mut be an unttuthy to ſoy, we believe a perſon, if we 
do not believe what he ſays." "Alas } they believe in Chriſt, as 
the Jews believed in Moſes; they believe there was ſuch a per- 
ſon as Chriſt, but they do not believe the * of him. 
The Jews were exceeding angry with Chriſt he told them, 
they did not believe in G gs in Moſes ; for - indeed they 


knew their religion gerired from Moſes : juſt in — 
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trine of free grace! Yea, it it Wy 95 
(and made ſecure and ſaſe in D. a8. 
tion. (ch ir. 30. Hecame *to.gi 2555 
Gaſt #8.) Jab raphincl 
dns“ ( Tim. 1 He 


nels of fins? (Col. i. 14. : £W 
Wight yedeem us from all iniquity. 
in once into — holy place, bing; ee 
bat) eternal redemption 

(which, was/only a ſhadow of his oo eden ket enter 15 
Sanctum ſanctorum, or holy of holies, once te e 
for all, having aboliſhed in hig fleſh the law af comm 
contained in ordinances, EO ii. 15 15 t bat otherwiſe x quld 
condemned us to utter de bus are we 

with corruptible things, bac che e 3 od of Ch 
as a lamb without ſpot ar blemiſh. (J Pet.i. 


the ſaints — new ſong, ſaying, Thau 
the book, and to open the ſeals als thereof 3 for th 
— redeemed 4 unto Lok thy; a out 9 UNGTEL 
tongue, and peop nation : | 28 
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